[image: image1.jpg]



MEDIA RELEASE
June 10th 2011
ADDC welcomes the release of the World Report on Disability on June 9th 2011at the UN Headquarters in New York.
This much awaited report includes the first update of the WHO’s disability prevalence estimates in more than 30 years.
ADDC congratulates WHO and the World Bank on the extensive task undertaken to develop this report. This work is timely with just over 100 countries now signed up the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD).   

The World Report on Disability provides global guidance on implementing the CRPD and gives an extensive picture of the situation of people with disabilities, their needs and unmet needs, and the barriers they face to participating fully in their societies 
There are over one billion people with disabilities in the world, including between 110-190 million who experience very significant difficulties. This corresponds to about 15% of the world’s population and is higher than previous World Health Organisation (WHO) estimates which suggest a figure of around 10%- a gross underestimate now in 2011. 
The report highlights that many of the barriers people with disabilities face are avoidable and the disadvantage associated with disability can be overcome: people with disabilities have poorer health, lower education achievements, less economic participation and higher rates of poverty than people without disabilities. Disability is more common among women, older people and households that are poor. Lower income countries have a higher prevalence of disability than higher income countries.

The report makes recommendations for action at the local, national and international levels. It delivers nine main recommendations as follows:
· Enable access to all mainstream policies, systems and services

· Invest in specific programmes and services for people with disabilities

· Adopt a national disability strategy and plan of action

· Involve people with disabilities in all matters 

· Improve human resource capacity

· Provide adequate funding and improve affordability

· Increase public awareness and understanding of disability

· Improve disability data collection

· Strengthen and support research on disability
ADDC will continue to strive to reinforce actions and recommendations in the report to ensure that government and other development stakeholder’s work towards creating an inclusive world.
To download a copy of the report, please refer to the following link: www.who.int/disabilities/world_report 
