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PRESS RELEASE
November 19th 2010
ADDC on Aid Review
ADDC welcomes the Governments announcement of an independent review on the effectiveness of the Australian Aid program. It is both very welcome and timely for persons with disabilities across the poorest regions of the world.

The Review is designed to maximise the effectiveness of the aid program, as Australia increases its Official Development Assistance to 0.5 per cent of Gross National Income by 2015-16.

"The aim of Australia's aid program is to reduce poverty through improved medical care, education, economic opportunities and governance," said Mr Rudd.
ADDC supports aid funding to be targeted at the least developed counties and the poorest people in these countries: the world will not alleviate extreme poverty if the rights of people with disability are ignored. Of the estimated 650 million people with disability worldwide, 80% live in developing countries, and 82% live below the poverty line. Disability and poverty are mutually reinforcing. People with disability and their families represent a substantial proportion of the poor, especially the extremely poor.
David Lewis, Director of Strategic Programs CBM said “We know these people make up 20% of the poorest in their communities. They and their families remain in a cycle of poverty and disability. Australia has already demonstrated great leadership in disability inclusive development, with release of AusAID’s “Development for All” strategy in 2008. Our Foreign Minister, Hon Kevin Rudd confirmed his commitment to this strategy at two events in Canberra on November 17th”. 
The aid program review will be extremely important in outlining how inclusion of persons with disabilities in all aid and development activities, is essential for the Millennium Development Goals to be achieved. 
Media Contact: Christine Walton

03 8843 4587 

