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ADDC BULLETIN:  September 15th 2011
INTERNATIONAL DAY OF DEMOCRACY Special Edition 

On this International Day of Democracy, ADDC has developed a collection of stories and resources relating to elections and democracy in developing countries with a particular focus on how this relates to people with disabilities. 
ADDC does not necessarily endorse all opinions that are within the contents of our information and we make every attempt to validate information prior to distribution. If you notice any anomalies or have information on updated versions of our information, please forward to ADDC Secretariat.

This special edition bulletin provides updates on the following:

Articles:
Democracy must come from the will of the people
15 Sep 2011
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One of some 30 million people registered to vote in the Democratic Republic of the Congo’s 
second ever national elections, scheduled 
Celebrating International Day of Democracy
In Sudan, IFES helped the election management bodies comply with their responsibilities under the Comprehensive Peace Agreement by delivering technically sound and credible elections.  In Southeast Asia, IFES is supporting local NGOs build a regional network of organizations to promote the rights of persons with disabilities. In the Middle East and North Africa, nonprofits concentrating on achieving gender equality are using IFES survey data on the political, economic and social standing of women to better advocate for the rights of women.
Link: http://alturl.com/dh2e4 
Source: International Foundation for Electoral Systems 

Democratic Governance 
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Facts and Figures
UNDP supports one in three parliaments in the developing world and an election every two weeks. 
In 2010, UNDP helped over 130 countries and devoted US$1.36 billion* in resources to democratic governance, making UNDP the world's largest provider of democratic governance assistance. 
*Total spending tabulated as of August 2011

More countries than ever before are working to build democratic governance. Their challenge is to develop institutions and processes that are more responsive to the needs of ordinary citizens, including the poor, and that promote development. UNDP helps countries strengthen electoral and legislative systems, improve access to justice and public administration and develop a greater capacity to deliver basic services to those most in need. 

Link: http://www.undp.org/governance/about_us.shtml 

Kiribati Women Show Their Skills in Parliament
PRESS RELEASE: Kiribati Women Show Their Skills in Parliament

9 August 2011 (Tarawa, Kiribati) – The Maneaba ni Maungatabu (Parliament) was a scene of intense debate and dialogue today as thirty Kiribati women – thirteen women from Tarawa and seventeen women from the outer islands – came together on the last day of the first ever Mock Parliament for Women held in the Kiribati, or in the Pacific.

...... Ms Teewata Rokete, an Opposition MP in the Mock Parliament, questioned the Government on its policies for people with disabilities. “The real Kiribati Government has not yet finalized the National Disability Policy so I asked the Mock Government when Cabinet would endorse the policy. A draft was done in 2007, but it is 2011 and the draft has not yet been finalized. I questioned why the Government has been so slow. It is very important for people living with disabilities that the Government take action to make sure that they have access to necessary services and support. I was very pleased that the Minister in our Mock Parliament assured me the Policy would be endorsed by Cabinet before the next parliamentary session. I hope the real Government will do the same.” 
For full article: http://www.iknowpolitics.org/node/42372 
Focus on Zambian Elections and disability Issues- a Round up Report
September 3, 2011
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On 20th September 2011, Zambians will be going to the polls, to elect political and civic leaders of their choice. Within this process, issues  around disability have for the first time in history, taken centre stage, with various stakeholders advocating for more inclusive legislation and adherence to international and local acceptable practices that allow for the full participation of persons with disabilities in the electoral process. Link: http://www.opportunityzambia.org/?p=190
Source: Opportunity Zambia 
Guatemala Takes Unprecedented Steps to Ensure Election Access for Citizens with Disabilities 

August 10, 2011
Because any citizen may develop a disability at any point in his or her life, it is crucial that countries have firm provisions to ensure no one is precluded from participating in the political process. 

To ensure people with disabilities are not similarly deprived of the right to participate in the September general elections, IFES is helping Guatemala’s electoral commission, the Tribunal Supremo Electoral de Guatemala (TSE), introduce measures that will facilitate voting for this segment of the population. 

Link: http://alturl.com/th23x 
Guiding Principles in Promoting the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
June 27, 2011
Article 12 regards equal recognition before the law and stipulates that “States Parties shall recognize that persons with disabilities enjoy legal capacity on an equal basis with others in all aspects of life.” 

In many countries, people with intellectual disabilities are denied the right to vote due to issue specific restrictions on legal capacity. As a result, there are many concerns over how the assessment of legal capacity is conducted and how it is decided that an assessment is required. Careful attention must be paid to these considerations as they can be used to disenfranchise segments of the population. 

When they are allowed to vote, people with intellectual disabilities are sometimes not allowed assistance in the polling booth. The Convention says that “States Parties shall take appropriate measures to provide access by persons with disabilities to the support they may require in exercising their legal capacity.” This means voters with intellectual disabilities should be able to select a person they trust to accompany them into the polling booth.

Link to full article: http://alturl.com/aytg8 
Source: International Foundation for Electoral Systems 
Increasing Access for Southeast Asians with Disabilities

May 12, 2011
The two-year program, “ASEAN General Election Network for Disability Access (AGENDA),” will be based in Indonesia and will work with organizations in the Philippines, Malaysia, Cambodia and Thailand. Indonesian organizations are in a logical position to advance regional action on disability access as the Chair of ASEAN for 2011. Indonesian DPOs, with USAID support, were active in pushing for improved access during Indonesia’s 2009 General Elections, formulating innovative strategies and advocacy tools which address all phases of the election process.
Link: http://alturl.com/owhcy 
Source: International Foundation for Electoral Systems 
NAD Elections and Disability
The very first problem that people with disability encounter when they go out to vote is that of transport. 
Link to full article: http://alturl.com/4tujr
New UNDP study recommends reforms to prevent Asia electoral violence 

29 June 2011
Bangkok — Countries in Asia are still at risk of electoral violence which can be driven by real and perceived fraud, corruption, or patronage, according to a new study by the United Nations Development Program (UNDP).

“The mere suspicion or allegation of fraud is often enough, in democracies where there is a lack of confidence in authorities, for people to react violently,” says the study, a 20-page investigation of electoral processes in seven countries of South and South East Asia.

Understanding Electoral Violence in Asia studies electoral processes in Bangladesh, India, Indonesia, Nepal, Pakistan, Philippines and Thailand, drawing lessons and making policy-, legislative- and institutional-level recommendations to reduce the risk of electoral violence.

In a number of cases political parties and political party supporters were the main instigators of physical violence, says the report, citing several types of groups and organizations that play key roles in either preventing or perpetuating electoral violence.

The study points to the design of political systems, the mandate and powers of electoral laws and election monitoring as key preventive measures. The role of civic education, media and civil society in informing voters also helps to reduce the likelihood of election-related violence.

Another “contributing factor in election order or disorder is the state itself,” says the report. “In instances where security forces are seen to be partisan or corrupt there is a higher chance that they will be purveyors of violence rather than protectors of peace.”

In addition, when media is controlled by special interests it can have a “destructive role in promoting narrow interests, inflammatory political rhetoric and retarding democratic processes,” says the report.

Key to prevention of electoral violence is the strengthening of election credibility, the report concludes. “Political parties have a crucial role to play in countries where electoral fraud and violence have become institutionalized.”

Among the measures recommended to strengthen election credibility are strong oversight and enforcement powers for election commissions in, for example, Bangladesh, India, Nepal and Pakistan, and wide-reaching dispute resolution mechanisms in, for example, Indonesia and Thailand.

Systems to track party political spending, for example in Nepal, should also be put in place, as well as ensuring perpetrators of electoral violence in, for example, the Philippines, are brought to justice.

Contact Information

In Bangkok: 
Cherie.hart@undp.org
+66 8 1 918 1564

In New York:
Sebastian.Naidoo@undp.org; 
+1 212.906.6202

Source: UNDP
Delhi University to make DUSU elections accessible for students with disabilities 
Aug 31, 2011

 “We want to make the entire election process more inclusive this time. The candidates’ list is going to be provided in Braille. Besides, we will also put up ramps”

Download article: elections- Delhi University to make DUSU elections accessible for students with disabilities
Voting Rights for People with Disabilities in Asia Pacific
Article from a United Nations meeting held in Bangkok in August 2010

Download: Voting Rights for People with Disabilities in Asia Pacific
Election Observation by People with Disabilities 
Against a backdrop of remarkably public and visible elections, 77 Ghanaians with disabilities served their fellow citizens as fully trained election observers during the December 2000 Presidential and Parliamentary elections.

Link to full article: http://www.ifes.org/Content/Publications/Papers/2000/Election-Observation-by-People-with-Disabilities.aspx
Source: International Foundation for Electoral Systems 

Electoral Participation of Citizens with Disabilities in Bangladesh 

The International Foundation for Election Systems (IFES) has begun an effort in Bangladesh to promote greater participation by citizens with disabilities in national elections to be held in the Fall of 2001.  The core of this effort will be a program to recruit, train, and deploy approximately 300 citizens with disabilities to serve as domestic election observers. 
Link: http://alturl.com/hu3ci
Source: International Foundation for Electoral Systems 
An Action Plan For Electoral Participation of People with Disabilities: Sierra Leone Case Study 
July, 2001
The International Foundation for Election Systems (IFES) was invited by the National Electoral Commission (NEC) of Sierra Leone to assist in developing a plan to promote the electoral enfranchisement of citizens with disabilities. IFES is a recognized provider of technical assistance in elections and has a particular expertise in the area of empowering citizens with disabilities.

Link: http://alturl.com/ybhzk 
Returns to Sierra Leone with New Project 

February 23, 2011
After a two year absence, IFES is returning to Sierra Leone with a new project to promote inclusive and nonviolent elections in 2013.  IFES will build on its previous work in Sierra Leone to provide targeted assistance to the National Electoral Commission (NEC), Political Parties Registration Commission (PPRC), political parties and civil society actors in advance of the next elections.  The project, Promoting Inclusive Elections (PIE) in Sierra Leone, is funded with an $850,000 grant from the Consortium for Elections and Political Process Strengthening (CEPPS). CEPPS is a collaborative effort among IFES, the International Republic Institute and the National Democratic Institute overseen by the United States Agency for International Development. 

The program consists of four primary components:  strengthening the capacity of the NEC and PPRC to design and deliver peaceful and inclusive elections that meet the needs of youth, women and persons with disabilities; building the capacity of political parties to adopt inclusive and nonviolent approaches to electoral processes; enhancing efforts to promote nonviolent elections; and assisting local organizations in designing and implementing a nationwide civic education campaign targeting women and disabled communities.

Source: International Foundation for Electoral Systems 

Resources
Election Access Guidebook for People With Disabilities 2011
 ENSURING THE RIGHT TO POLITICAL PARTICIPATION FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES

The Election Guide Book is intended to be used by Indonesia’s electoral key stakeholders and advocates to draft an election law that ensures the right of persons with disabilities to access and participate in elections.- Jakarta, March 2011

Download PDF here: Election Access Guidebook for People With Disabilities 2011
The Participation of Persons with Disabilities in Tanzania’s 2010 General Election
A report on the observations and recommendations made by voters with disabilities.
In October 2010, CCBRT conducted a survey to assess the level of participation of people with disabilities in Tanzania’s general election which was held on 31st October 2010. The survey was carried out in three districts in Dar es Salaam region: Temeke, Ilala and Kinondoni.

100 people with disabilities were involved with four types of disabilities represented. These were: physical impairment, visual impairment, hearing impairment and albinism. All respondents were registered as voters and voted at polling stations that were located in various constituencies within Dar es Salaam.
Link: http://www.addc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/CCBRT-Survey-Election.pdf
Global Initiative to Enfranchise People with Disabilities- Voting
Information on the participation of people with disabilities in the electoral process.

Download here: Global Initiative to Enfranchise People with Disabilities
Recommended Benchmarks for Democratic Legislatures
Link: http://alturl.com/3bfwb
A Manual on Parliamentary Engagement with the Millennium Development Goals
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[11/06/10] The UN Millennium Campaign and the UNDP Parliamentary Development team have launched a Manual on “Parliamentary engagement with the millennium development goals”. It outlines mechanisms that can be used in Parliaments to improve MDGs engagements; good practices in how Parliaments have made the MDGs a central part of their work and provides practical advice on how to work on MDGs in parliaments. more...


· 


 HYPERLINK "http://content.undp.org/go/newsroom/updates/gov-www-home/DGG2007.en" \t "_blank" 
Latest Democratic Governance Annual Report

· 
UNDP HDR: Deepening Democracy in a Fragmented World

· 
UNDP HDR: Towards Freedom in the Arab World

ADDC is an Australian based, international network focusing attention, expertise and action on disability issues in developing countries; building on a human rights platform for disability advocacy.
To join ADDC, submit information or to find out more, contact: 
            ADDC Executive Officer

Christine Walton




T 1800 678 069 
cwalton@cbm.org.au      [image: image16.png]
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