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ADDC BULLETIN: April 23rd  2010
Welcome to the ADDC Bulletin Update. Generic disability and domestic information will be included in our Bulletins when possible as part of our commitment to disability advocacy and strengthening partnerships: however our focus remains on disability & development issues.  

ADDC does not necessarily endorse all opinions that are within the contents of our information and we make every attempt to validate information prior to distribution. If you notice any anomalies or have information on updated versions of our information, please forward to ADDC Secretariat.

Implementing disability-inclusive development in the Pacific and Asia: 
Reviewing progress, planning the future

An international conference and action planning roundtable

15-17 September 2010
Darwin Convention Centre, Australia

ADDC is pleased to announce that Hon Malarndirri Barbara Anne McCarthy MLA will be delivering an address at the ADDC Conference in September .
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Ms McCarthy is a Yanyuwa woman from Borroloola in the 

Territory" 
Northern Territory
. Refer to http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malarndirri_McCarthy for further details on her career.  

Presently Ms McCarthy is Minister for Local Government, Regional Development, Indigenous Development, Tourism, Women’s Policy and Statehood. 

This issue contains updates on the following:
· World malaria day- A day to act
· Newsmaker: UN envoy for malaria optimistic on reaching near-zero deaths by 2015

· Conferences & Events

· MDG Summit on 20-22 September 2010 in New York
· Melbourne Disaster Risk Management Workshop (11-14 May): Media Release
· Resources
Updates   
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World Malaria day - A Day to Act

25 April is a day of unified commemoration of the global effort to provide effective control of malaria around the world. This year's World Malaria Day marks a critical moment in time. The international malaria community has less than a year to meet the 2010 targets of delivering effective and affordable protection and treatment to all people at risk of malaria, as called for by the UN Secretary-General, Ban Ki-Moon.

World Malaria Day represents a chance for all of us to make a difference. Whether you are a government, a company, a charity or an individual, you can roll back malaria and help generate broad gains in multiple areas of health and human development.

Reducing the impact of malaria would significantly propel efforts to achieve the Millennium Development Goals, agreed by every United Nations member state. These include not only the goal of combating the disease itself, but also goals related to women's and children's rights and health, access to education and the reduction of extreme poverty.

Hundreds of RBM partners - governments, international organizations, companies, academic and research institutions, foundations, NGOs and individuals - are already gaining ground against malaria. Diverse partner initiatives are guided by a single strategy, outlined in the Global Malaria Action Plan. 

For information on events being planned around the world for this day: http://www.rollbackmalaria.org/worldmalariaday/events2010.html
For further information follow link: http://www.rollbackmalaria.org/worldmalariaday
Source: Roll Back Malaria Campaign 

Newsmaker: UN Envoy for malaria optimistic on reaching near-zero deaths by 2015 

Malaria, which causes an estimated one million deaths around the world every year, will cease to be a killer by 2015 if the world can keep up its current momentum in efforts to combat the disease, the official spearheading United Nations efforts against malaria says. 

Ray Chambers, the Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for Malaria, says the most effective way to reach the goal of zero or near-zero deaths by 2015 is to strive to provide bed nets to all people who live in malaria-endemic countries by the end of this year, a milestone he is hopeful will be reached provided that donors continue funding the ‘Counting Malaria Out’ campaign. 

The two-year campaign is designed to intensify global efforts to make mosquito nets available for all populations at risk and to reduce the number of malaria cases and deaths by 50 per cent by the end of 2010.Malaria, which is caused by a parasite transmitted to humans through the bites of infected mosquitoes, kills an estimated one million people around the world every year with most of these deaths occurring in Africa. 

“Once we reach that goal we must be ever diligent and vigilant after 2010. We have to keep replacing bed nets and we have to be aware of the malaria parasites developing resistance to the medication or the mosquito developing resistance to the insecticide on the net,” Mr. Chambers told the UN News Centre in an interview ahead of World Malaria Day on 25 April. 

“If we stay vigilant, if we accomplish our goal this year, we are predicting zero deaths from or near-zero deaths from malaria by 2015,” says Mr. Chambers, who was appointed by Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon in February 2008 to help raise awareness of the global malaria problem and to lead efforts to raise funds to fight the disease. 

Malaria is caused by a parasite transmitted to humans through the bites of infected mosquitoes. The disease is a major health problem in Africa where most of the deaths occur. 

“I believe very strongly and with heartfelt passion that if we keep working all together as hard and as cooperatively as we’ve been working, we will have taken a disease that had become a ‘genocide’ and virtually eliminate deaths from it until a vaccine comes along,’ says Mr. Chambers. 

“This is really unprecedented in our lifetimes and it should encourage us with regard to maternal health, child mortality, HIV/AIDS, TB [tuberculosis] and other diseases. I think malaria can stand up as an example of just what progress we can make by all working together,” he adds.
 Source: UN DAILY NEWS DIGEST - 14 April


Conferences & Events 

· Refer to ADDC calendar of events on ADDC website for further events.
MDG Summit on 20-22 September 2010 in New York
“United Nations High-level Plenary Meeting on the Millennium Development Goals (MDG Summit) (20-22 September 2010, New York)
This briefing paper is intended to provide information and background on the upcoming United Nations High-level Plenary Meeting on the Millennium Development Goals – or MDG summit - which will take place from 20-22 September at UN Headquarters in New York. For information on the format of the Summit, click here
What is the MDG Summit in September?
Following on a proposal by the UN Secretary-General, the General Assembly has decided to convene an MDG summit (High-level Plenary Meeting) on 20-22 September, with the primary objective to accelerate progress towards all the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) by 2015, taking into account the progress made towards the internationally agreed development goals (A/RES/64/184). The summit is expected to undertake a comprehensive review of successes, best practices and lessons learned, obstacles and gaps, challenges and opportunities, “leading to concrete strategies for action”. The President of the General Assembly has appointed two ‘Co-facilitators’ to lead the inter-governmental negotiating process. They will likely wait until after the UN Secretary-General releases his report on the MDGs in March to begin. The Co-facilitators are the Ambassadors of Senegal and Denmark to the United Nations in New York.

In addition to the official preparatory process, a number of related events and reports will feed into government deliberations leading to the September summit.

Of particular relevance to civil society organizations are the Hearings of the General Assembly – a part of the official process - that will be convened from 14-15 June 2010 in New York. The details of this meeting are still being finalized, but they likely will be similar to the Hearings that were convened in 2005 in conjunction with the 2005 World Summit.

For a full calendar of events, click here
Why is the summit being convened?
The MDGs incorporate key goals and targets of the broader development agenda, agreed upon by world leaders and other stakeholders at different UN Summits and Conferences. Thus, the MDGs are not about extreme poverty only, but also include goals and targets for education, maternal health, child mortality, public health, environmental sustainability and biodiversity. By linking the MDGs to the internationally agreed development agenda (IADA), world leaders and development partners have recognized the synergies among various development goals and targets, and the need for an integrated approach for achieving them.

Ten years on from the original adoption of the MDGs at the 2000 Millennium Summit, and despite remarkable progress in some countries, collectively we are falling short in their achievement. The consequence of these shortfalls, further aggravated by the combined effects of the global food, climate, energy and economic crises, is that improvements in the lives of the poorest are happening at an unacceptably slow pace and in some countries, hard fought gains are being eroded. At the current pace, several of the eight MDGs and associated targets are likely to be missed in many countries. The challenges are most severe in the least developed countries (LDCs), land-locked developing countries (LLDCs) and some small island developing states (SIDS).

If the MDGs are to be achieved by 2015, not only must the level of financial investment be increased but innovative programs and policies aimed at overall development and economic and social transformation must be rapidly scaled up and replicated. The MDGs are achievable, but there is clearly an urgent to address challenges, acknowledge failures and come together to overcome the obstacles to their achievement. This will require the embrace of pioneering ideas and political will on the part of governments and their development partners.

How can I contribute to the review process?
In addition to engaging your own government at the national and local levels, there will be a number of ways to input at the international level. Of particular note are the aforementioned ‘Hearings of the General Assembly with Civil Society’ that governments have called for and that will take place from 14-15 June 2010 in New York.

The nomination process for speakers at the Hearings is closed. Information about the Hearing was sent through our listserv, accordingly

In any event, the website can be visited at http://esango.un.org/irene/index.ht...
A primary goal of this website is to improve the linkages between the international review process and civil society organizations around the globe. Through this site, you will gain access not only to valuable information and updates about the process as it develops, but space will be created for you to have input into that process as well.

The simple fact is that 189 world leaders made an historic promise at the United Nations Millennium Summit in 2000 when they signed onto the Millennium Declaration and agreed to meet the Millennium Development Goals by 2015. It’s up to citizens to make sure leaders follow through on these commitments.

One way to get involved – either individually or through your organization is through the "United Nations Millennium Campaign" (http://www.endpoverty2015.org). The Millennium Campaign supports people from around the world to take action in support of the Millennium Development Goals. Get involved at http://www.endpoverty2015.org ”

Source:  GPDD

What are you going to do for the MDG Summit?
Email from Maria Veronica Reina, Executive Director, Global Partnership for Disability and Development (GPDD)  [mvreina@LAW.SYR.EDU]:
“Dear Friends,

The MDG Summit to be realized in the UN in September is expected to undertake a comprehensive review of successes, best practices and lessons learned, obstacles and gaps, challenges and opportunities, “leading to concrete strategies for action”. This is a new opportunity to put our agenda forward.

From the GPDD we would like to share our plans to influence the process and invite you to communicate your plans, as well. Perhaps we can learn from each other and coordinate actions.

From the Secretariat, we sent a request to participate in the Preparatory meeting in June. We have also worked with the CRPD Secretariat and other partners to raise awareness about mainstreaming disabilities in different forums and side events during the last year, including the Commission for Social Development meeting in February and the MERCOSUR .meeting in March.  We plan to use this listserv to keep us connected and focused on this issue.

What are you planning to do? Is there any disability related action at national or international level you are aware of? Please, share your plans and/or needs, resources, and ideas.

Thank you in advance.”

Source: Maria Reiner. GPDD

Melbourne Disaster Risk Management Workshop (11-14 May): Media Release
The blanket of volcanic ash paralysing much of Western Europe highlights the reality that effective Disaster Risk Management (DRM) is still very much required globally in both advanced and developing economies.
In Australia the need to continually update DRM lessons, procedures and community awareness, was highlighted both in the Victorian Bushfires Royal Commission’s Interim Report last August, and the unfolding issues which continue to emerge during ongoing proceedings.

The Foundation for Development Cooperation (FDC) – www.fdc.org.au , in conjunction with the CBM-Nossal Institute Partnership for Disability Inclusive Development, will be facilitating a four day DRM workshop in Melbourne from the 11-14th May.

This practical workshop will look at the key range of parameters usually experienced throughout the Disaster Risk Management Cycle (see diagram), with a strong emphasis being placed on both Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) and Recovery initiatives.

Case studies will be drawn from both overseas and Australia, these focussing in on the 2004 Indian Ocean Tsunami; the 2008 Myanmar/Burma Cyclone Nargis; the 2009 Victorian Bushfires; and the 2010 Haiti Earthquake.

The workshop includes a one day field visit to the some of the Black Saturday bushfire-affected areas to the north of Melbourne, where there will be interaction with both affected community members, and involved local government officials.

This workshop is designed for DRM practitioners, who work either in Australia or overseas, from the not-for profit; government; and private sectors; as well as for returned volunteers and otherwise interested individuals.

The workshop, when accompanied by the optional assignment, is accredited at postgraduate level, for otherwise eligible participants, at five Australian Universities offering off-campus courses in Development Studies, Emergency Management, and International Health.

The workshop will be facilitated by the FDC Senior Training and DRM Coordinator, Mr Chris Piper, assisted by CBM-Nossal staff and other experienced practitioners.

For details of the workshop brochure, this including the optional assignment (see page 4 of the brochure), please follow the link below.
http://www.fdc.org.au/files/training-events/Melbourne%20DRM%202010.pdf
For more information on the DRM workshop, please contact:
Mr Chris Piper, FDC Senior Training & DRM Coordinator, on               + 61 (0)41 2497317         + 61 (0)41 2497317 or chrispiper@fdc.org.au
For DRM workshop registration, please contact:
Ms Sherry Chen, FDC Administrative Officer, on               + 61 (0)7 32172924         + 61 (0)7 32172924 or sherrychen@fdc.org.au
 http://www.fdc.org.au/news/melbourne-disaster-risk-management-workshop-11-14-may-media-release/
Source: Emma Pearce. CBM/Nossal Partnership

 
Resources

	 New World Bank Access to Information Policy

Email from Global Partnership for Disability and Development:

“Please take a look at the following information.   It could be very relevant for the disability community and it could represent a good opportunity to promote the inclusion of a disability lens throughout development project cycles.

http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/COUNTRIES/SOUTHASIAEXT/0,,contentMDK:22536118~pagePK:2865106~piPK:2865128~theSitePK:223547,00.html ”
[Article:  World Bank Moves Towards Greater Transparency: Isabel Guerrero Discusses New Access to Information Policy  

	The World Bank is declaring a new openness ]

Source: Joni.Law, Disability in Developing Countries Special Interest Group


ADDC is an Australian based, international network focusing attention, expertise and action on disability issues in developing countries; building on a human rights platform for disability advocacy.

To join ADDC, submit information or to find out more, contact: 

ADDC Executive Officer
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Christine Walton




T 1800 678 069 



cwalton@cbm.org.au      

www.addc.org.au
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