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ADDC BULLETIN: March 12th 2010
Welcome to the ADDC Bulletin Update. Generic disability and domestic information will be included in our Bulletins when possible as part of our commitment to disability advocacy and strengthening partnerships: however our focus remains on disability & development issues.  

ADDC does not necessarily endorse all opinions that are within the contents of our information and we make every attempt to validate information prior to distribution. If you notice any anomalies or have information on updated versions of our information, please forward to ADDC Secretariat.



http://www.ors.net.au/ANU_PacificAsia2010.html
This edition provides updates on the following:

1. Beyond Women’s Day
2. First Shipment of Emergency Assistance to Chile
3. UN Report on International Women’s Day
4. Workshop - Aceh Mental Health System - Human Resource Development: Lessons Learned and Road to Sustainability
5. Job Opportunity - Australian Communications Consumer Action Network Senior Policy Officer
6. United Nations Enable Newsletter
7. Mental Health in Indonesia’s Aceh Province – A Speakers Series 
Updates   

Beyond Women’s Day

More than two-thirds of the population who live in poverty are women. Women suffer more acutely from both discrimination and violence because of their gender. This makes it very hard for women in poverty to enjoy their rights to health, education, shelter, food — the same rights in turn could help them break out of poverty,” Amnesty International reports in its recent newsletter to highlight International Women’s Day, March 8. 

Coinciding with International Women’s Day, the 54th session of the UN Commission on the Status of Women is underway in New York starting from March 1. The commission will undertake a 15-year review of the implementation of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action and the outcomes of the 23rd special session of the General Assembly. Emphasis will be placed on sharing experiences and good practices with a view to overcoming the remaining obstacles and new challenges including those related to the Millennium Development Goals. Member states, representatives of non-governmental organisations and UN entities will participate in the session. A series of parallel events will provide additional opportunities for information exchange and networking.

For the full story visit: 

http://www.ekantipur.com/the-kathmandu-post/2010/03/07/Oped/Beyond-Womens-Day/5918/ 
First Shipment of Emergency Assistance to Chile
AusAID Media Release

Bob McMullan MP, Parliamentary Secretary for International Development Assistance
5 March, 2010

Australia is sending an initial shipment of emergency supplies to Santiago de Chile, on the next LAC Chile flight out of Sydney, currently scheduled for Saturday 6 March 2010.

The emergency supplies include 50 generators, 150 family tents and 1,060 collapsible field beds, all requested by the Government of Chile.

The supplies will arrive in Santiago and then be transported to the worst-affected areas around the city of Concepcion to provide temporary housing and power.

On 2 March 2010 the Foreign Minister, Stephen Smith announced an initial contribution of $1 million in emergency assistance and a further $4 million in reconstruction assistance to Chile after the devastating 8.8 magnitude earthquake struck on 27 February 2010.

The most recent situation reports indicate at least 2 million people affected, 500,000 homes destroyed and 802 deaths, with this figure still expected to rise.

Australia has also offered a team of structural engineers to support the Chilean Government to carry out damage assessments on public buildings and infrastructure affected by the earthquake, if required.

The priority at this stage is emergency assistance. We will continue to coordinate our efforts with the Chilean authorities, the United Nations and other Latin American countries.

Source: AusAID - Media Contact: Sam Casey (McMullan) 0421 697 660
UN OFFICIALS URGE GREATER SUPPORT FOR EMPOWERING WOMEN ON INTERNATIONAL DAY 

Top United Nations officials are marking International Women’s Day by calling for greater support to women, particularly in developing countries, so that they can be empowered and contribute to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), the eight globally agreed anti-poverty targets with a 2015 deadline. 

In his message for the Day, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon stressed that “the third Millennium Development Goal – to achieve gender equality and women’s empowerment – is central to all the rest. When women are denied the opportunity to better themselves and their societies, we all lose. 

“Until women and girls are liberated from poverty and injustice, all our goals – peace, security, sustainable development – stand in jeopardy,” he added....
A new report by the agency on women in labour markets shows that a new gender gap may be emerging. “Although women’s overall labour force participation is growing, women remain disproportionately represented in poorly paid, insecure, part-time, home-based or informal work and continue to be undervalued when it comes to equal pay for work of equal value,” he stated. 

Mr. Somavia added that the economic crisis is also an opportunity to shape new gender equality policy responses. “When governments design and implement fiscal stimulus packages, for example, it is important to recognize the labour market disadvantages that women may face. 

“Women carry the heaviest burden when it comes to unpaid care work. This may expand as the crisis deepens and further limits women’s access to labour markets if policies for sharing care responsibilities with men are not forthcoming,” he said. 
For the full report, visit: http://www.un.org/News/dh/pdf/english/2010/08032010.pdf 
Conferences & Events 
Refer to ADDC calendar of events on ADDC website for further events. 

Aceh Mental Health System - Human Resource Development: Lessons Learned and Road to Sustainability

The objective of this workshop is to share the research, analysis and recommendations produced over the last six weeks through collaboration between the Indonesian professionals, the Centre for International Mental Health and the Nossal Institute for Global Health.
Date: 1 – 5 pm, Thursday, 18 March 2010 

Venue: Downing Room, 4th Fl. Alan Gilbert Building, 161 Barry Street (the corner of Grattan St and Barry St), Nossal Institute for Global Health, University of Melbourne
Contact: Fareen Walji, Research Officer 
Nossal Institute for Global Health, University of Melbourne
Email: fwalji@cbm.org.au 
Fax: +61 3 8344 9130, Phone: +61 413 878 636

Mental Health in Indonesia’s Aceh Province – A Speakers Series 

Topics   : Development of Mental Health Referral system from the Aceh Mental Hospital
: Development of Mental Health Referral systems in West Aceh- Lessons Learned
When:  Wednesday 17th March 2010, 4:30-5:30pm

Where:  Downing Room, Nossal Institute for Global Health, Level 4 Alan Gilbert Building (Corner Grattan

& Barry Streets, Carlton)
Contact: Fareen Walji

Nossal Institute for Global Health, University of Melbourne

Email: fwalji@cbm.org.au

Mobile 0413 878 636
Employment & Funding Opportunities

Australian Communications Consumer Action Network Senior Policy Officer

ACCAN is seeking to appoint a permanent, full time Senior Policy Officer to join its Policy and Campaigns team. The purpose of the position is to advocate on behalf of communications consumers and work with industry, government and consumer stakeholders to improve outcomes for communication consumers. Applicants should have relevant tertiary qualifications in social sciences, public policy or law and experience in a policy role. 

Please visit: http://www.accan.org.au/jobs.php to review the position description

Any questions regarding the position should be directed to recruitment@accan.org.au.  Applicants are asked to please email a CV and covering letter addressing the essential and desirable skills for the position to recruitment@accan.org.au by 5pm, 23 March 2010. 

Source: Teresa Corbin, Director Operations - Deputy CEO, Australian Communications Consumer Action Network
Resources
United Nations Enable Newsletter 
February 2010: http://www.un.org/disabilities. 
In this issue: 

· Update on the Convention

· Highlights

· Upcoming events

· Other news
ADDC is an Australian based, international network focusing attention, expertise and action on disability issues in developing countries; building on a human rights platform for disability advocacy.
To join ADDC, submit information or to find out more, contact: 
ADDC Executive Officer
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