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All for Development –June 21st 2011
World Report on Disability
ADDC, in partnership with ACFID, had the pleasure to host the Australian launch of the World Report on Disability. This event was held as a luncheon in Parliament House in Canberra on June 21st 2011. 
The first ever World report on disability, produced jointly by WHO and the World Bank, suggests that more than a billion people in the world today experience disability.  People with disabilities have generally poorer health, lower education achievements, fewer economic opportunities and higher rates of poverty than people without disabilities. This is largely due to the lack of services available to them and the many obstacles they face in their everyday lives. The report provides the best available evidence about what works to overcome barriers to health care, rehabilitation, education, employment, and support services, and to create the environments which will enable people with disabilities to flourish. The report ends with a concrete set of recommended actions for governments and their partners. This pioneering World report on disability will make a significant contribution to implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.  

The event was also an opportunity to launch the latest edition of the Development Bulletin No 74. Implementing disability-inclusive development in the Pacific and Asia’.
This issue of the Development Bulletin considers progress in the Asia and Pacific Regions in incorporating disability within development-related legislation, strategies, planning and practice. It reviews how, and the extent to which, the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) has been implemented to advance the human rights of those with disability and considers, from a variety of different perspectives, the experience and achievements in disability-inclusive practice. This journal is based largely on the papers and discussion from the second ADDC/ANU international disability conference ‘Implementing disability-inclusive development in the Pacific and Asia’ held in Darwin, September 15-17, 2010, and the two subsequent roundtables on good practice and research. The development of this Bulletin has been made possible due to AusAID funding and the tireless efforts of the Managing Editor, Dr Pam Thomas. 

We were privileged to have amongst our distinguished guests 35 Members of Parliament, the representatives from Federal and State government, Universities, NGO’s and our Membership. 
Christine Walton, Executive Officer of ADDC opened the event with an acknowledgment to country and introduction to Master of Ceremonies, the Senior Australian of the Year,   Professor Ron McCallum.  
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Professor McCallum described the events of the world launch of the World Report on Disability in New York on June 9th as well as provided insight into the journey to date to ensure human rights were acknowledged and prevailed for people with disabilities. 

A prominent list of speakers was able to highlight the importance of disability-inclusive practices and provided. 

←Photo of Mary Crock and Professor McCallum AO
Speaker list:

Professor Ron McCallum AO 
Chair of UN Committee on CRPD; Senior Australian of the Year 


Antoni Tsaputra


Australian Development Scholar recipient


Hon. Kevin Rudd


Minister for Foreign Affairs
Hon. Julie Bishop


Deputy Leader of the Opposition

Senator Jan McLucas


Parliamentary Secretary for Disabilities and Carers
Professor Mary Crock
Associate Dean (Postgraduate Research) & wife of Professor McCallum




Full transcripts of all their speeches will be posted as they are made available.
Antoni Tsaputra
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Antoni Tsaputra, from Padang West Sumatra, Indonesia, was, in 2010, the first Australian Development Scholars to receive support to allow his carer to accompany him to Australia and support him through the duration of his studies. Antoni successfully applied for the Australian Development scholarship and in January 2010 travelled to Brisbane, Australia, to begin a master’s degree in journalism and mass communication at Griffith University.  His father, Effendi, has accompanied Antoni whose scholarship included financial assistance for both Antoni’s and his father’s living expenses. Antoni has now successfully completed his studies. He presented his story of the lived experience of having a disability and how attaining a scholarship from the Australian government, one that that recognised the importance of accommodating his individual support requirements, has provided a valuable resource for him to progress and succeed.  
Hon Kevin Rudd MP

Minister for Foreign Affairs.
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Mr. Rudd launched the World Report on Disability in Australia at this event. 
Quite rightfully, he describes it at a “stupendous report.......Reports come, reports go, they gather dust or they're acted on or a bit of the above, a bit of both of the above” he said.
Mr. Rudd provided his personal insight into disability and provided some examples of how Australia has earned its reputation as leaders in disability –inclusive development. He also paid homage to the work of Bob McMullan.

Amongst the most inspiring and promising remarks in Mr. Rudd’s address is the following:   

“But, for me, what I'd say to this community gathered here today is that it is just the beginning. You cannot look at one seventh of the human family with a problem and ignore it and marginalise it. You cannot look at 190 million people for whom disabilities are significant and severe and put it to the margins rather than have it at the centre of that which we do.

So, our challenge is to up our effort. I acknowledge Julie Bishop's presence with us this morning. I thank her for the bipartisan commitment to 0.5 of GNI, for Australia's overseas development assistance by 2015.

The truth is, it is only by that means do we have the capacity to act in areas such as this. We can write as many bloody reports as we like, but unless you've got some money in the bank to do something about it, nothing happens.

And so, it is a good thing that we've achieved a bipartisan consensus on the broader question of aid. It is a good thing that we're working together in making a difference ...(to) the 190 million people ..... around the world today.”
Link to Kevin Rudd’s speech: 

http://www.foreignminister.gov.au/speeches/2011/kr_sp_110621.html
Hon Julie Bishop MP
Deputy Leader of the Opposition

Shadow Minister for Foreign Affairs

Shadow Minister for Trade
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Ms Bishop acknowledged the importance of the World Report on Disability. 

Ms Bishop launched the Development Bulletin No 74. Implementing disability-inclusive development in the Pacific and Asia’. 
She stated the importance of looking after our neighbours. “We must focus on efforts and our energies on our region, on our neighbourhood and that is where we have the most influence and it is where we can do the most good.” She promoted the value of the information within the Bulletin and brought attention international partnerships;  “this Bulletin indicates what Australia can achieve if it works in co-operation with partner countries to address a range of challenges that people living with disabilities have and their carers and their families.”
It was enlightening to have both Ministers to be in bi-partisan agreement.

Ms Bishop congratulated   AusAID for its leadership role in disability –inclusive development.  She said”  I am particularly excited by the success of its scholarship program, and having Antoni Tsaputra here today is testament to that – and what a fine example of how well this leadership program works, to have so many politicians today aware of the difference it has made to so many lives.”
Link to Julie Bishop’s speech:

http://www.juliebishop.com.au/speeches/671-address-to-the-australian-disability-and-development-consortium-the-australian-introduction-of-the-world-report-on-disability-.html
Link to news article on the Ms Bishops address:  http://www.smh.com.au/opinion/blogs/the-bishops-gambit/we-should-help-disabled-to-lead-a-full-and-free-life-20110622-1ge3h.html

Senator the Hon Jan McLucas 

Parliamentary Secretary for Disabilities and Carers
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Ms Lucas’s welcomed the World Report on Disability and brought to our attention that the report takes a broad perspective on disability. She linked the outcomes of the report with service systems and attitudes within the domestic context in Australia. 
“This report brings to the centre some of the stories about disability, which are too often shunted off to the margins.

“It is a constant battle for people with disability to get their issues recognised as being mainstream issues, not issues that should be dealt with by someone over there in the disability services system…But dealt with by everyone, everywhere. In many ways, this is not a report about disability. It is a report about our lack of capacity, the lack of capacity of mainstream society” she said. 
Link to Jan Lucas speech:  http://www.addc.org.au/2011/06/all-for-development-event-parliament-house-june-21st-2011/
Hon. Bob McMullan 
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This luncheon event was also an opportunity for ADDC and ACFID Members, together with our politicians, to acknowledge the leadership of Bob McMullan within AusAID to promote disability-inclusive development. 
As Parliamentary Secretary for International Development Assistance, Bob McMullan was at the centre of Australia's efforts to alleviate global poverty, including an emphasis on improving the lives of people with disability in developing countries. His passion and drive have laid the foundation for disability-inclusive development.
Unfortunately for us, Mr McMullan was unable to be with us due to a new appointment in England. However, he sent a message to the gathering that was read out by Professor Mary Crocks:
"I wish to thank all those who have been involved in the campaign to move the issue of people with disabilities to the centre of the development agenda.

 We are making headway. I just read an article in the guardian outlining how we will never reach the MDGs until we do something about people with disabilities.

 Well, well, well. Perhaps someone has been listening after all.

After a long career in parliament and government the "Development for All" initiative is the highlight. It is not the most prominent or the most spectacular but it is the best for twp essential reasons:

1) because it has the potential to improve the lives of those in greatest need on the planet we all share, and

2) because it shows that a middle sized country like Australia can lead the world if we have the wit and the will.

I don't pretend for a moment that I could have done this by myself.

The initiative was only possible because so many people had worked for so long to create the basis on which I could build and because the wonderful team at AusAID had so many people willing to consult, advise and assist.

I thank you all."

 Best wishes,

 Bob McM

All guests were presented with a USB stick in their presentation folder has the World Report on Disability and the Development Bulletin No 74. Implementing disability-inclusive development in the Pacific and Asia’ loaded in accessible and PDF formats. 
For future reference, these can be downloaded from the following links: 

World Report on Disability

Full Report PDF (3MB or 872kb):

http://whqlibdoc.who.int/publications/2011/9789240685215_eng.pdf
Easy Read PDF (1.87MB)
http://www.who.int/disabilities/world_report/2011/easyread.pdf
Accessible PDF (1.61 mb) 

http://www.who.int/disabilities/world_report/2011/accessible_en.pdf
Report Fact Sheet (396 kb).

http://www.who.int/disabilities/world_report/2011/factsheet.pdf
Disability & Health Fact Sheet

http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs352/en/index.html
Development Bulletin No 74. Implementing disability-inclusive development in the Pacific and Asia’.
Link: http://www.addc.org.au/2011/06/development-bulletin-no-74-implementing-disability-inclusive-development-in-the-pacific-and-asia
www.addc.org.au
www.anu.edu.au
www.acfid.asn.au
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Picture: Hon Kevin Rudd greeting Antoni Tsaputra and his father at the “All for development” luncheon. 
June 22nd 2011 Update: 

Michelle Rowland (Member for Greenway) made a speech about the “All for Development”  event on June 22nd 2011 in Parliament. Please refer to the transcript attached and below. 
Wednesday, 22 June 2011 HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES CHAMBER 

Disability 
Ms ROWLAND (Greenway) (19:15): I rise today to talk about disability, both around the world and closer to home, and to highlight the importance of social inclusion for people with a disability. Recent developments in my electorate and at a global level have reaffirmed my commitment to being an advocate for people with a disability. Yesterday, along with the Minister for Foreign Affairs, who is in the chamber, I had the pleasure of attending the launch of the first-ever World report on disability. This report, produced by the World Health Organisation and the World Bank, reveals some very confronting facts about those living with a disability in the world today. 

The master of ceremonies for the occasion was Professor Ron McCallum, the 2011 Senior Australian of the Year, former Dean of Law at Sydney University, my former teacher—and he is totally blind. The report shows that there are over one billion people living with a disability around the world. That is 15 per cent of the world's population—43 million times the population of Australia. 

During my time working overseas for many years, especially in South-East Asia, I often thought about the many barriers faced by people with a disability in our region, in both highly developed countries and emerging economies. Sukhamvit Road in Bangkok is difficult enough to cross at any time of the day when you are able bodied, and the scale and volume of commuters in the labyrinths of the Tokyo subway system are exhausting, but what if you were blind? In Beijing, there were many occasions when I could not find lifts at train stations, or any access points other than stairs for popular tourist destinations. As highlighted by the World report on disability and echoed by the Australian Council for International Development's Executive Director, Marc Purcell, our neighbours in South-East Asia have the second highest rate of severe and moderate disability in the world, with the Pacific following close behind. 

The report found that there is a direct correlation between poverty and disability. It is a fact that these people have poorer health, lower education achievements, less economic participation and higher rates of poverty than people without disabilities. And, of course, for too many of our near neighbours, disability is the result of war: the landmines of Cambodia and the civil war in Sri Lanka. The barriers faced by people with a disability in our region include inadequate health standards, negative attitudes and lack of accessibility. 

Australia, as an affluent nation, has a definite role to play in assisting these people with disability in the developing world. While we do provide aid to countries overseas for the specific purpose of assisting those with disability, we can always do more. Australia's AusAID disability strategy has been praised by the Australian Council for International Development as 'world-leading', but it remains the case that more funding is always necessary. The World report on disability has recommended that specific funding for disability-inclusive programs and for mainstreaming inclusion right across aid programs is absolutely necessary. This is a recommendation I wholeheartedly support. 

I now turn to disability initiatives in my electorate of Greenway, specifically the widespread support for a National Disability Insurance Scheme. I commend Ability Options in Seven Hills, in my electorate, which does a fantastic job in supporting people with disability in the areas of lifestyle, accommodation, respite and employment. I also commend the Endeavour Foundation, one of the largest non-government disability service providers in Australia, whose services include accommodation, aged support, employment opportunities and education programs. One of my first engagements after being elected to this privileged place was to present the monthly employee award at Endeavour Foundation Industries in Seven Hills. This is where supported employees fulfil pharmaceutical and veterinarian packaging contracts. Its workers enjoy the dignity of work. Both Ability Options and Endeavour Foundation, and I am sure the vast number of residents in Greenway, realise and support the urgent need for the implementation of a National Disability Insurance Scheme. Many have joined the Every Australian Counts campaign, which I also endorse. Now is the time to build support for the implementation of the NDIS. 

In 2009, the Disability Investment Group presented its report The way forward: a new disability policy framework for Australia. It described what it called a 'new order' to replace what it called the 'welfare model of disability services' with a 'three-pillar policy': a comprehensive National Disability Insurance Scheme to deliver lifetime care and support for people with severe and profound disability, a strong income support system to enable people who cannot support themselves through work to live in dignity, and a range of measures to facilitate increased private expenditure. 

As we await the final report of the Productivity Commission on disability care and support, which is scheduled to be delivered on 31 July, let us all remember that the essential component of disability services is inclusion. As we can see around the world and at home, the main issue surrounding disability services is this issue of social inclusion. I do believe it is now time to embrace an NDIS in this country and also to look to providing more support for people in less-developed countries in our near region who have a disability.

