SPEECH
THANK YOU PROF RON MCCALLUM FOR THE INTRODUCTION.

FIRST OF ALL, I WOULD LIKE TO ACKNOWLEDGE THE TRADITIONAL CUSTODIANS OF THE LAND ON WHICH WE ARE MEETING, AND PAY RESPECT TO THEIR ELDERS PAST AND PRESENT. 

AND I ALSO ACKNOWLEDGE: 

· THE HON KEVIN RUDD, AUSTRALIAN MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS,

· THE HON JULIE BISHOP, DEPUTY LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION
· SENATOR THE HON JAN MCLUCAS, PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY FOR DISABILITIES AND CARERS, AND
· MR BOB MCMULLAN, FORMER PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE
· DISTINGUISHED GUESTS, LADIES & GENTLEMEN, GOOD AFTERNOON

MY NAME IS ANTONI TSAPUTRA, I AM FROM INDONESIA AND ONE OF AUSAID SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDEES FOR 2010. 
MANY THANKS TO ADDC, ACFID AND AUSAID FOR INVITING ME TO THIS INTRODUCTION OF WORLD DISABILITY REPORT IN CANBERRA. IT GIVES ME PELASURE AND A GREAT HONOR TO SHARE MY STORY IN THIS EVENT ON  HOW I HAVE BEEN IMPACTED BY LACK OF INCLUSION IN MY COUNTRY AND HOW I HAVE BENEFITTED FROM MY EXPERIENCE AND OPPORTUNITIES IN AUSTRALIA. 

THE WORLD REPORT ON DISABILITY HIGHLIGHTS SOME OF THE KEY CHALLENGES FACED BY PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES WORLDWIDE INCLUDING LACK OF EDUCATION, INACCESSIBLE TRANSPORT AND PUBLIC SPACES AS WELL AS NEGATIVE ATTITUDES.  THESE ARE ALL RELEVANT ISSUES TO ME

I HAVE EXPERIENCED ALL THOSE CHALLENGES MYSELF. 
INDONESIA'S PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES ARE USED TO BEING FORGOTTEN, EVEN IN THE CAPITAL CITY, WHERE THERE HAVE LONG BEEN PROMISES TO IMPROVE ACCESS FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES. CRUMBLING FOOTPATHS DOTTED WITH HOLES, BUSES THAT BARELY SLOW DOWN TO DROP OFF THEIR PASSENGERS AND A HOST OF OTHER CHALLENGES MAKE NAVIGATING THE CITY DIFFICULT FOR THE ABLE-BODIED, LET ALONE FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES.  THINGS ARE WORSE IN THE REGIONAL LEVELS. STAIRS LEAD TO THE ONLY ENTRANCE TO BANKS, POST OFFICES AND SUPERMARKETS, AND THE UNEVEN FOOTPATHS ARE INTERSPERSED WITH GAPING HOLES WHICH ARE ALSO CROWDED WITH STREET SELLERS.

I RECALL HOW FRUSTRATED I WAS WHEN I HAD TO GO UPSTAIRS TO MEET THE MAYOR OF MY CITY BUT I WAS DENIED THE AUDIENCE BY THE SECURITY BECAUSE THERE WAS NO LIFT. THEN I QUESTIONED MYSELF. ‘ALRIGHT, I HAVE IMPAIRMENT, I AM DISABLED BECAUSE  I CANNOT WALK AND USE A WHEELCHAIR.  ARE THESE ‘NORMAL PEOPLE’ THAT DISABLE ME AND DENY ME MY HUMAN RIGHTS BECAUSE THE ARCHITECT PRESUMED THAT 7 STEPS UP AND 7 STEPS DOWN WOULD MAKE A PLEASANT ENTRANCE TO THE MAYOR OFFICE? AT UNIVERSITY IN INDONESIA, I USED TO ATTEND CLASSES ON THE FOURTH FLOOR WITHOUT THE HELP OF AN ELEVATOR. I’VE GOT STRONG AND FAITHFUL FRIENDS WHO CARRIED ME HAPPILY WITH MY MANUAL WHEELCHAIR UP THE STEEP STAIRWAYS.
IT WAS A FEW EXAMPLES AND I DO NOT NEED TO LIST DOWN ANY OTHER BARRIERS THAT WE, PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES, ARE ACCUSTOMED TO FACING AND OVERCOMING BY OURSELVES IN INDONESIA. LET ALONE DISCRIMINATION IN JOB AND EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES.
SUCH VISUALISATION OF OBSTACLES THAT I HAVE BEEN THROUGH DOES NOT IMPLY THAT I HATE MY OWN COUNTRY. IT IS BECAUSE I LOVE MY COUNTRY VERY MUCH AND I HAVE A DREAM TO HELP MAKING IT A BETTER PLACE TO LIVE FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES. I FULLY UNDERSTAND AND REALISE THAT MY COUNTRY HAS MYRIAD OF PROBLEMS TO ATTEND TO. LIMITED FINANCIAL RESOURCE FROM THE GOVERNMENT MAKES SERVICES AND FACILITIES FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES ARE MINIMAL. THE BUDGET IS INCAPABLE OF PROVIDING WELFARE PENSIONS JUST LIKE CENTRELINK HERE IN AUSTRALIA. NOR CAN IT PROVIDE ADEQUATE FUNDS TO MEET THE NEEDS OF PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES IN HEALTH, EDUCATION, EMPLOYMENT AND PUBLIC ACCESS. THIS COULD BE ONE OF THE REASONS WHY INDONESIA HAS YET TO RATIFY THE UNITED NATIONS DISABILITY CONVENTION SINCE 2007. ALTHOUGH THERE HAS BEEN POLITICAL WILL TOWARDS THE RATIFICATION, WHAT WE, PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES IN INDONESIA, NEED MORE IS THE POLITICAL ACTION.
THAT IS WHY I DO REALLY HOPE THAT INDONESIAN GOVERNMENT AND ALL PARTIES CONCERNED IN MY COUNTRY WILL BE ABLE TO FULLY BENEFIT FROM THE WORLD REPORT ON DISABILITY TO SHAPE BETTER POLICY AND ENHANCE THE LIVES OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES THROUGH PARTNERSHIPS WITH DEVELOPED COUNTRIES SUCH AS AUSTRALIA. 
AS AN INDONESIAN CITIZEN WITH DISABILITY COMING FROM AN ORDINARY WORKING CLASS FAMILY IN INDONESIA, I  FEEL VERY LUCKY AND I AM FOREVER GRATEFUL TO AUSAID AND AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT FOR GIVING ME OPPORTUNITY TO PURSUE MY MASTERS DEGREE IN AUSTRALIA. IT IS A GREAT HONOR FOR ME TO BE THE FIRST RECIPIENT OF AUSTRALIA’S FIRST AUSTRALIAN DEVELOPMENT SCHOLARSHIPS DISABILITY CARERS PACKAGE FOR 2010. THIS DISABILITY CARERS PACKAGE HAS ENABLED A PERSON WITH SEVERE DISABILITY WHO PHYSICALLY DEPEND ON THE CARER FOR 24 HOURS LIKE ME TO STUDY IN AUSTRALIA.
WHEN I ARRIVED FOR THE FIRST TIME IN AUSTRALIA, WHICH IS ALSO MY FIRST TIME GOING OVERSEAS, I WAS AMAZED AT ALL ACCESSIBLE PUBLIC FACILITIES FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES, PARTICULARLY THE ACCESSIBLE PUBLIC TRANSPORT SUCH AS LAWFUL BUSES.  DURING MY FIRST FEW WEEKS ENJOYING ALL ACCESSIBLE PUBLIC FACILITIES IN AUSTRALIA, I SOON REALISED THAT LACK OF INCLUSION IS THE CULPRIT THAT CREATES DISABILITY. IN OTHER WORDS, THE IMPAIRMENT OF A PERSON MAY ONLY DISABLE HIM OR HER AS THE ENVIRONMENT FAILS TO ACCOMMODATE THAT IMPAIRMENT.

I CAN SAY THAT I DO NOT HAVE A DISABILITY ANYMORE HERE IN AUSTRALIA. I COULD DO EVERYTHING. I COULD ENJOY MY STUDY WITH ACCESSIBLE FACILITIES AND ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY AT MY UNI, I COULD GO TO THE LIBRARY, TO THE MUSEUM, TO THE CINEMA, TO USE PUBLIC TRANSPORTS, TO ENJOY THE SOCIAL LIVES, AND TO DO MANY OTHER THINGS THAT I WAS NEVER ABLE TO DO BEFORE. IT REALLY IS A GREAT POSITIVE CHANGE IN MY LIFE. 

ANOTHER GREAT CHANGE IS THAT, HERE IN AUSTRALIA, I FINALLY OBTAIN ‘A NEW PAIR OF LEGS.’ 
I HAD LONG BEEN DREAMING OF HAVING AN AUTOMATED WHEELCHAIR.
I USED TO ALWAYS DAYDREAM OF HAVING ONE LIKE PROFESSOR XAVIER’S WHEELCHAIR EVERYTIME I WATCHED X-MEN MOVIES.  I REALY COULD FEEL A SENSE OF FREEDOM NOW. THIS WHEELCHAIR MAKES MY LIFE MUCH EASIER FOR ME TO GO WHERE EVER I WANT.

IN SHORT, I AM VERY HAPPY AND I DO REALLY ENJOY ALL LIFE EXPERIENCE I HAVE GAINED DURING MY STAY IN AUSTRALIA. 

AGAIN, MY ENDLESS GRATITUDE TO AUSAID AND AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT FOR ALL LIFE CHANGING EXPERIENCE AND OPPORTUNITIES I HAVE ENJOYED IN AUSTRALIA. I LOOK FORWARD TO SHARING MY NEW PERSPECTIVES, INSIGHTS AND VALUABLE EXPERIENCE THAT I GAINED DURING MY STAY IN AUSTRALIA WITH MY FELLOW PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES IN MY COUNTRY. I WILL ENCOURAGE THEM TO DREAM BIG AND TO WORK TOGETHER TO CHANGE THINGS FOR THE BETTER. THERE IS NOTHING IMPOSSIBLE. 
I WILL BE RETURNING HOME NEXT MONTH WITH IDEALS AND A BIG DREAM TO HELP MAKING INDONESIA A BETTER PLACE FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES. ADVOCATING FOR EQUAL ACCESS AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES AND IMPROVING AWARENESS OF PEOPLE IN THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT OF MY CITY ON THE RIGHTS OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES BASED ON MY EXPERIENCE IN AUSTRALIA WOULD BE MY FIRST ATTEMPT UPON MY RETURN TO INDONESIA.  
INCLUSIVE SOCIETY, BARRIER FREE, EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES, AND HUMAN RIGHTS BASED TREATMENT WOULD BE MY DREAM INDONESIA. WHAT A NICE PLACE TO LIVE IN IT WOULD BE. THANK YOU VERY MUCH.
