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Thank you very much, Ron, and thank you very much, Anthony, for what was a truly moving story about how we can, if we put our minds to it, help people change their lives and experience a fuller human life.

To Ron who was with me recently in New York as we did work together, with so many other non-government organisations on the launch of the UN General Assembly's declaration on HIV/AIDS.

What I thought about when we did that was the motivating force behind so much of what we as Australians try to do in the world is this: how do we make a difference? And in each and every thing that we do we should ask ourselves that question: how do we make a difference and a difference for the better?

For those of you who are passionately engaged in the debate about how we deal with our brothers and sisters around the world who suffer from HIV/AIDS, I think it's fair to say Australia made a difference in the last few weeks in New York and through that declaration to the countries of the world, including for the first time a target designed to mobilise all of our resources to eliminate mother to child transmission of HIV/AIDS by 2015.

We're capable of doing that if we get our anti-retroviral treatment done and dusted right across the world to countries and communities where women are still at risk and it's one example which means the difference literally between life and death and, or significant impairment, for a huge group of people around the world.

And so too do we try and make a difference in disability. Disability writ large. Ron was quite right when he said before that the motivating force in my life for my engagement on disability has been my wife Therese. Therese's father, as some of you know, was in a wheelchair all of his adult life. He was a RAAF pilot in World War II. His plane crashed and he progressively lost the use of his legs until his spinal cord was severed some time in the late '50s.

And put himself through university initially in callipers then, Anthony, with your experience, with good mates who would literally carry him upstairs to his lectures in his wheelchair and down again afterwards.

The one thing he got from the Department of Veterans Affairs in those days was a car. Not bad because the deal with his mates was they carried him around the university while he drove them around town, to places where they shouldn't have been going, for a drink or two after study.

But Therese has been passionate about this ever since, growing up withher entire living memory of her dad in a wheelchair and a man who died at the age of 75, having provided for his family, putting himself through university, becoming an aeronautical engineer, working on the Mirage project here in Australia and finishing here at Russell Hill in the Department of Defence.

And that should be the opportunities which are presented to any persons of any range of disabilities around our country, and the world.

Based on that experience, Therese, as Jan will know well, has been into it big time for universal building codes around the country for residential accommodation.

In the period that I was Prime Minister Therese would spend probably more time on that than anything else. And one of the great causes for her satisfaction is to see that come to fruition over the course of the last year or so.

Which brings us to the core question of what do we do now at home and abroad? 

I agree with Ron that this is a stupendous report. Reports come, reports go, they gather dust or they're acted on or a bit of the above, a bit of both of the above.

This is the first one that's ever been done by the world community. It's the first effective world disability report that's been concluded.

Earlier efforts were made about 40 years ago to reach some calculation of the numbers. Now we have the international community's best calculation of what we are facing today.

And it tells us that of our human family, now nearly seven billion strong, that one billion members of our human family suffer from a disability.

That within that number 110 million to 170 million people suffer from significant to severe disabilities around the world.

And if part of the job of Australia in the world is to seek to give voice to the voiceless, I can think of no group who in the international community, and in the developing world, are more voiceless than those suffering with disability.

I am always frozen in my tracks as I remember as a youngish diplomat posted in China some years ago, in Shanghai, walking along a subway. This would have been about 1985, and running into a guy who was begging. A guy who had obviously suffered acutely from polio. I remember actually sitting down and having a yak with him about what it was like. This was late at night, there was no one else around.

And the fact that he had to raise enough money each day to pay for his accommodation — daytime accommodation the next day was, for me, just one tiny insight into the lives of 190 million people suffering from disabilities across the developing world.

So, the need is demonstrably large and now there is less debate about the figures. They are here. The problem, therefore, is big.

So what then do we do about it? And this, again, is where this report has something to say. If I look across its core recommendations, I might summarise them as follows.

Recommendation number one, and it should be our collective resolve as part of the community of nations to do this, is destigmatisation.

Again, going back to the bloke I ran into in Shanghai subway 25 years ago, the thing that he feared most was being spat upon, because disabilities in those days in many parts of the world, and not long before in these parts of the world as well, those who suffered disabilities, demonstrable physical disabilities and other forms of disability, became society's outcasts. They were locked away at home, if they were locked away anywhere. Sometimes in institutions and sometimes simply left to die.

So, destigmatisation, which we now in our community, after 20 or 30 years, take as normal, but 50 years ago was not the case. Think of your school days, some of you who are a little longer in the tooth in these gatherings today, I remember kids being treated very badly at the school that I went to who suffered a disability.

Destigmatisation must be number one, that every member of God's family is deserving of equal respect, and we should do all we can within the normative qualities of international governance to embrace that dignity.

Number two, very practical access. Anthony has spoken about that this morning. Having access to a mobile wheelchair, a motorised wheelchair, to the places he needs to go, but to ensure that you can physically get there.

This is an agenda which hasn't even concluded in this country. The challenges, therefore, are enormous in the developing world. But we should have about us a culture whereby with a billion people suffering from disabilities around the world then it's simply normal to provide universal access to public facilities and, in time, private facilities for people who suffer a disability. And so, that's number two.

Number three is the adequacy of the provision of medical services and rehabilitation services for those suffering disabilities. And again, the need, if you look at the pressures on health budgets across the developing world are massive. And this, therefore, is an area where we must all now lift our collective shoulders to the wheel when we go to support the health needs of developing countries worldwide.

And finally, it is this, to make sure that we keep honest about the numbers. That the need for global statistical collaboration to know the continuing definition of the problem, where we are achieving real results and where we are failing miserably, so that we can report back to our national communities on the state of progress or regress.

Forgive me if I've done an injustice to the report, but in my readings of it, they constitute the guts of its recommendations.

And so, lastly, what do we in the great land of Oz do about all the above?

Well, I think Ron's right in terms of giving AusAID a pat on the back, and probably, most particularly, my distinguished colleague and predecessor, Bob McMullan. Bob was, and is, a very good man. He now serves us well in London.

His work in bringing together the first ever disabilities in development strategy for this country back in 2008-9 is worthy of not just national but international recognition.

It's a report to which Ron has just referred, which gets a guernsey here in chapter nine of the world disability report as world's best practice in development.

But, for me, that's just the start. Getting your policy right and taking disability from exotica into the mainstream of development is critical at a conceptual level and, therefore, at a level of policy. But that only becomes real if it then commands resources and targeted resources and real resources.

And since Bob brought down that report, we, as Australia, have now invested some $111 million in a range of disabilities programs in developing in countries within our region and some beyond.

A large part has been in the area of avoidable blindness, but we now extend the scope beyond that as well. And we must, because the need, in fact, is great.

I won't run through with you the facts and figures in Samoa, in Papua New Guinea and other parts of the world where our support for direction action or through the agency of Fred Hollows and others is making a real difference. It's there in our own reporting. You can look at that.

But, for me, what I'd say to this community gathered here today is that it is just the beginning. You cannot look at one seventh of the human family with a problem and ignore it and marginalise it. You cannot look at 190 million people for whom disabilities are significant and severe and put it to the margins rather than have it at the centre of that which we do.

So, our challenge is to up our effort. I acknowledge Julie Bishop's presence with us this morning. I thank her for the bipartisan commitment to 0.5 of GNI, for Australia's overseas development assistance by 2015.

The truth is, it is only by that means do we have the capacity to act in areas such as this. We can write as many bloody reports as we like, but unless you've got some money in the bank to do something about it, nothing happens.

And so, it is a good thing that we've achieved a bipartisan consensus on the broader question of aid. It is a good thing that we're working together in making a difference for the bloke that I presume has now passed on in the subway in Shanghai all those years ago, but the 190 million people like him around the world today.

A final word on Jan. Jan, also, is a good soul with a kind heart and a terrier-like mind. I'm glad that she is the advocate and the representative within the executive for disability. She does it really well. And, in partnership, we intend to do even better in the world at large.

I thank you. 
