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2010 Edition –February 2010
ADDC Newsletter


Dear ADDC Members and visitors to ADDC web site,

Welcome to the 12th edition of the Australian Disability and Development Consortium’s (ADDC) Newsletter. 
NB- New format: Just click on heading and you will taken directly to the article.

This issue provides updates on the following:

1. Emergency Situation In Haiti
2. AusAID in Haiti
3. Reports from Foundation J’Aime Haiti
4. Long Term Aftershocks of Care 

5. Asia Pacific Leadership Program
6. Solomon Islands Earthquakes
7. Asia Pacific Leadership Program
8. Conclusion of the 19th Session of the WIPO Standing Committee on Copyright & Related Rights 

9. Update on the Convention
10. WHO Seeking Information on Sterilization of People with Disabilities
11. DPI-AP “Promotion of the Access to Reproductive Rights of Disabled Women”—Photo Exhibition
12. MIUSA's WILD Program
13. Disability Rights Fund
14. New Resources
Emergency Situation in Haiti

The international disability community is concerned about the thousands of people with disabilities in Haiti and the thousands more that will acquire disabilities as a result of the earthquake.  Search and rescue disaster relief and recovery teams will need to consider the needs of persons with disabilities in their efforts. In the context of reconstruction, attention should be given to both, rehabilitation of individuals, as well as "social rehabilitation". The concept of social rehabilitation can be explained as the evolving concept of rehabilitation – not only targeting individual persons with disabilities but also their communities and society as a whole. Persons with disabilities are adversely affected as a result of their disability   in a disaster, often compounding their disabilities.  In this context, societies need to be "accessible" and "inclusive" in all disaster management and reconstruction efforts, as they play a decisive role in future reconstruction and transitioning to a development phase.

 A number of relief efforts are underway by the UN system, bilateral and regional agencies, as well as DPOs and civil society organisations. We must all work to ensure that every facet of relief operations and reconstruction are disability-sensitive and inclusive.

Working Group on Haiti DID Reconstruction 
Current efforts underway for persons with disabilities in Haiti include:

The Global Partnership for Disability and Development (GPDD) has established a Working Group focused on the reconstruction of Port-au-Prince, focusing on disability related issues. ADDC is a represented within this Working group. GPDD is an alliance of Disabled People's Organizations (DPOs), Government ministries, bilateral and multilateral donors, UN agencies, non-governmental organisations (NGOs), national and international development organisations, and other organisations, committed to promoting economic and social inclusion of people with disabilities in low-income countries. The Working Group has been established to ensure that reconstruction and community rehabilitation efforts in Haiti include and involve people with disabilities in all stages of the emergency management and reconstruction efforts. The Group will also ensure that all rebuilt and new infrastructure is fully accessible and barrier-free to persons with disabilities. Work is underway to develop a common strategy and cooperate, establish partnerships among interested parties, and coordinate advocacy efforts. Further information on: http://www.gpdd-online.org.

USAID
USAID, in coordination with the GPDD and its Working Group, as well as organisations of persons with disabilities, is working along with the United States’ Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), Department of Homeland Security (DHS) and the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS). Currently, guidelines are being established for a coordinated U.S. Government response to the functional needs of Haitians with disabilities. USAID will engage with its development partners to assess   their current level of involvement in Haiti and guide recovery efforts in a coordinated way, as well as make funds available for recovery and development efforts in the future. To help assist the thousands of aid   workers responding to the Haiti earthquake, K4Health has organized the   Haiti Relief Toolkit, a collection of practical and technical resources to help health workers respond more effectively to the relief efforts   underway. The toolkit covers all vital sectors related to disaster relief, including  health, water and sanitation, food security, and shelter, as well as key  field activities supporting the operations, such as logistics. More information: http://www.usaid.gov http://www.k4health.org.
CBM
CBM, an international development organisation, is working with 12 partners in Haiti, five of which are in Port Au Prince, the capital city. Their emergency coordinator and regional staff are now on the ground assisting with emergency efforts and assessing the situation. They have a three-part emergency response plan in place and are pulling together resources from across the world to meet the needs of persons with disabilities in disaster. 
AusAID in Haiti

As the situation in Haiti deteriorates Australia has increased its assistance package to $15 million—$10 million in emergency humanitarian relief and $5 million for reconstruction assistance.

http://www.ausaid.gov.au/hottopics/topic.cfm?ID=6708_171_3131_1918_6975
Source: AusAID

Reports from Foundation J’Aime Haiti

Foundation J’Aime Haiti is a DPO based in Port Au Prince, Haiti. They are members of ADDC and when we heard of the devastation in Haiti, quite naturally, we held concerns for our colleagues and friends.  
Much to our relief, in January, Gerald Oriol from this organsation, contacted me to let me know he was safe. This organization is working to ensure people with disabilities are receiving the benefits from any emergency relief. He has agreed to me sharing his stories and providing updates from Foundation J’Aimes perspective with ADDC Members. On behalf of ADDC, I thank Gerald for his efforts and courage: 
· Jan-  For those of you unable to reach family members in Haiti, you may want to contact the radio station "Signal FM" by email info@signalfmhaiti.com . The station regularly makes public announcements for people looking for friends and family members in Haiti. Please make sure you provide your name and telephone number
· On Jan 23, Fondation J'Aime Haiti and Klorfasil distributed water disinfectant kits that will help provide portable water to about 350 households in Canape-vert for a period of three months. 
· On Jan 24, Fondation J'Aime Haiti and Fondation Voila distributed alimentary kits, containing milk, rice, spaghetti, etc. to about 500 households in Canape-vert.
· Jan 28-  We had a meeting today with CBM, HI, and other organizations. A large committee is being constituted to provide reliefs and eventually long-term support to people with disabilities in Haiti.

· Jan 29-  I believe we will need a lot of adapted materials - wheelchairs, prosthetics, canes, etc. - not only for people that have recently been injured but also I presume for people with disabilities that have lost their adapted materials. Yesterday, I saw a little girl, probably 16 months old, with a missing leg. I talked with her Mom and she told me part of the roof at their home collapsed on the baby girl. We must be strong and ready to serve the people in need.

· Feb 3- If you need help, do not hesitate to contact me. I am in touch with many local and international NGOs working in Haiti specifically for people with disabilities. (A list of local DPO’s was supplied to the working group for distribution) 
Long Term Aftershocks of Care 
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In the aftermath of the earthquake in Haiti, one group requires special attention: Those permanently disabled by devastating injuries. The exact number of newly disabled Haitians is unknown, but the wounds are obvious: amputations of arms, legs, hands, and feet; paralyzing brain and spinal cord injuries; extensive burns.

In the short term, Haiti’s injury victims need urgent medical attention just to survive. On the US Navy’s huge hospital ship Comfort, anchored off Port-au-Prince, we treated critically injured children, men, and women, many with horrendous injuries. Some arrived on Comfort already paralyzed from head and spine wounds. Others had fractures of the pelvis, vertebra and arms and legs.Skin gaped open over many wounds, leaving the bones exposed and causing infections. Bacteria had entered the blood stream, causing a life-threatening condition called sepsis. Gangrene - tissue death and decay caused by lack of blood flow - had sometimes set in.

Gangrene and wound infections can kill people. The only thing doctors can do to save lives is amputate limbs or the affected body parts. Some Comfort patients refused these amputations. They said that without arms and legs their lives would be over anyway, so they might as well die. Some people who refused treatment died shortly thereafter. For those with amputations or paralysis who survive, the question is what happens next.

These survivors have few options. Even before the earthquake, Haiti offered little assistance to those with disabilities. Steep mountainous terrain and treacherous unpaved streets made it difficult for people with walking problems - even those few who owned wheelchairs - to get around.

Haiti has no rehabilitation hospitals to help people learn how to function again after major injuries, strokes, or other disabling health problems. Few health care professionals specializing in rehabilitation, including physiatrists and physical therapists, are available to teach patients how to walk again, perform basic activities of daily life, or work despite their disabilities.

Since the earthquake, prospects look even bleaker for Haitians with disabilities. Major cities and the surrounding countryside are in rubble, making access and mobility impossible. We could not find enough wheelchairs for the patients we discharged from the Comfort. We heard of situations where people could not find canes or crutches to help them get around. The country has no one making prostheses and in a country where the average person earns $1 a day, buying such items from abroad is beyond the reach of most.

People with paralysis or amputations need long-term rehabilitation treatments to maximize their physical functioning. For example, after amputation wounds heal, people must keep their muscles around the amputation as strong as possible so that the prosthesis will work its best. A few mobile health teams have arrived to provide rehabilitation services and plans are underway to begin producing prostheses for amputees. While these are good starts, the massive need of thousands of newly disabled Haitians is simply overwhelming.

Haiti’s minister of health has identified support for newly disabled Haitians as a priority. The United States must join this effort. The top priority must be to ensure that no further deaths or other disabilities occur because of infected wounds or other acute medical problems. These patients also need shelter that is accessible and can accommodate their disabilities. They need basic equipment like canes, crutches, and wheelchairs with adequate strength and cushioning. They need rehabilitation therapy to maximize their long-term physical abilities.

The earthquake leaves Haiti with thousands with significant disabilities. Some of the victims are young children, so this legacy will stretch for decades ahead. Over the long-term, Haiti must build a medical system that includes rehabilitation services and trains rehabilitation professionals. As Haiti rebuilds its towns, every aspect of that new physical environment must accommodate the needs of persons with disabilities. This will ultimately improve quality of life for all Haitians with disabilities and allow them to contribute to their own and their country’s future.

Dr. Lawrence Ronan is director of the Mass General Hospital Durant Fellowship. Dr. Lisa I. Iezzoni is professor of medicine, Harvard Medical School, and director of the Mongan Institute for Health Policy at Mass General. [image: image1.png]



Source: The Boston Globe
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Solomon Islands Earthquakes

Australia is providing $50,000 to the Red Cross and Oxfam to help respond to the immediate needs of people in Solomon Islands affected by the earthquakes on Monday 4 and Tuesday 5 January 2010.

http://www.ausaid.gov.au/hottopics/topic.cfm?ID=7510_2354_618_7308_787
Source: AusAID

Asia Pacific Leadership Program
 The East-West Centre is pleased to announce new fellowships for the Asia Pacific Leadership Program. Entering its eight year, the Asia Paciﬁc Leadership Program (APLP) is the center of excellence for leadership education in the Asia Paciﬁc region. The APLP is a graduate certiﬁcate program combining the development of regional expertise with the enhancement of individual leadership capacity. Based at the East-West Center in Honolulu, Hawaii, the program has created a network of dynamic leaders in 48 countries who are helping to build a peaceful, prosperous and just Asia Paciﬁc community

 Read more:

http://cambodiajobs.blogspot.com/2007/10/asia-pacific-leadership-program.html
Source: APD

Conclusion of the 19th Session of the WIPO Standing Committee on Copyright & Related Rights 

Conclusions of the Nineteenth Session of the WIPO Standing Committee on Copyright and Related Rights (SCCR) held in Geneva, Switzerland from December 14 to 18, 2009 
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Source: Knowledge Ecology International 
Update on the Convention

143 signatories to the Convention
 88 signatories to the Optional Protocol
 77 ratifications of the Convention
 48 ratifications of the Optional Protocol

Recent news:
Bolivia and Tanzania ratified the CRPD and the Optional Protocol. Last month, on 26 November, The European Union Council of Ministers approved a decision for the EU to accede to the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. The Convention was signed by the EU in March 2007 and is the first UN human rights convention that allows regional organizations to accede.
Mauritius ratified the Convention on 8 January 2010,   Latvia signed the Optional Protocol on 22 January 2010. 
Source: Enable Newsletter 

WHO Seeking Information on Sterilization of People with Disabilities

Please send any information on the sterilization of People with Disability to Lauren Weinberger of WHO, email weinbergerl@who.int .  Lauren is “working with Tom Shakespeare on the issue of sterilization of people with disabilities…… and said it “would be particularly helpful if you had any evidence regarding the magnitude of coerced sterilization currently occurring around the world”.
Source:   Asia Pacific Disability
DPI-AP “Promotion of the Access to Reproductive Rights of Disabled Women”—Photo Exhibition
Email from:  Kriangsak Teerakowitkajorn, Project Manager, DPI-AP: 

“Disabled Peoples’ International – Asia Pacific is preparing to organize a photo exhibition on women with disabilities as a part of the project called “Promotion of the Access to Reproductive Rights of Disabled Women”. This project sets forth to promote and raise awareness on the rights to health and reproductive rights of women with disabilities usually over looked  in Thai society.

Aiming to promote more interactive participation from members and partners, DPI-AP would like to invite all friends to send their existing photos to fit to any theme mentioned above.  We would be grateful if you could spread the word about this initiative to your friends and partner organizations.

For inquiries, please contact our project coordinator Khun Sureeporn Yupa, sureeporn@dpiap.org mailto:sureeporn@dpiap.org.”

Source: AsiaPacificDisability@yahoogroups.com 

 MIUSA's WILD Program

Apply by March 1 for MIUSA's WILD Program
MIUSA's 5th International Women's Institute on Leadership and Disability (WILD) will bring together approximately 25 women leaders with disabilities to strengthen leadership skills, create new visions and build international networks of support.
WILD will take place August 6 - 29, 2010 in Eugene, Oregon, USA.
During the 3-week program, participants will take part in workshops and discussions, conduct on-site visits, and participate in team-building activities, to explore challenges and exchange strategies for increasing leadership opportunities and employment of women and girls with disabilities internationally.
Application deadline is March 1, 2010. Download the application: http://www.miusa.org/exchange/wild2010/index_html
Source:PDF 
Disability Rights Fund
Disability Rights Fund: 65 Grantees in 11 Countries Begin Work This Month 

Press Release: January 22, 2010

BOSTON, MA – The Disability Rights Fund[1] (DRF) – a collaborative among donors and disability activists to support the human rights of people with disabilities around the world – announces 65 new grants totaling $1,382,050 to Disabled Persons’ Organizations in eleven countries; 27 of these grants are to current grantees. Since its founding in 2008, DRF has gifted over $2.7 million to 87 different organizations in fourteen countries. DRF currently supports work in: Ecuador, Mexico, Nicaragua, Peru; Ghana, Namibia, Uganda; Bangladesh, India; and 14 Pacific Island countries: Cook Islands, Federated States of Micronesia, Fiji, Kiribati, Nauru, Niue, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Republic of the Marshall Islands, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu, and Vanuatu.

The grants support Disabled Persons’ Organizations to raise awareness about the rights of people with disabilities, build coalitions and networks, and develop advocacy and monitoring activities, in connection with the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.  

DRF grantees share the goal of advancing the rights of people with disabilities at the country-level. Recent recipients include:

· A grassroots organization of women with disabilities addressing violence against women in Northern Uganda.

· An emergent Nicaraguan group of deaf blind people.

· A national umbrella organization in Papua New Guinea, campaigning for CRPD ratification.

The full grantee list will be posted on the DRF website, www.disabilityrightsfund.org/grantees.html and is available upon request.

"The CRPD is creating opportunities for the disability rights movement around the world; this new funding will significantly augment those efforts," stated DRF Co-Chair, William Rowland. DRF Director, Diana Samarasan, added “People with disabilities and DPOs around the world are raising their voices to claim rights long denied to them. DRF grants support and strengthen these calls for ‘nothing about us without us.’”

All grantees are selected after a rigorous review process which includes review by DRF’s Steering Committee, a committee composed of donor representatives and people with disabilities from the Global South. 

DRF’s donors include: an anonymous founding donor, Aepoch Fund, American Jewish World Service, the Australian Government’s International Development Assistance Agency – AusAID, the UK’s Department for International Development, Open Society Institute, and The Sigrid Rausing Trust

Source: GPDD

New Resources:

1. Understanding the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities: A handbook on the rights of persons with disabilities. By, Marianne Shultz.

You can find the manual in PDF and Word at www.makingitwork-crpd.org/resource-library/crpd/
Source: Handicap International

2. THE WHO NEWSLETTER ON DISABILITY AND REHABILITATION

Issue No. 9, December 20099, December 2009
http://www.who.int/disabilities/publications/newsletter/newsletter_on_disability_issue_9.pdf
3. UN Report- The State of the World’s Indigenous Peoples.

14 January 2010 – The world’s 370 million indigenous peoples suffer from disproportionately, often exponentially, higher rates of poverty, health problems, crime and human rights abuses, the first ever United Nations study on the issue reported today, stressing that self-determination and land rights are vital for their survival.

http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/SOWIP_web.pdf
Source: UN

4. Disability News India (DNI)
www.disabilityindia.com/html/news.html
Helping Children Who Are Blind
Family and community support for children with vision problems
by Sandy Niemann and Namita Jacob

Children develop faster during their first five years than at any other stage in their life. And while children who are not visually impaired learn to move around, communicate, and understand the world "naturally" as they interact with people and things they see, children who are blind need extra help learning how to rely on their other senses - hearing, touch, smell, and taste - to explore, learn and interact with the world around them. 

The simple and engaging activities in this book can help parents, caregivers, teachers, health workers, rehabilitation workers, and others help a child with vision problems develop all his or her capabilities.

Topics include: 

· assessing how much a child can see 

· preventing blindness 

· helping a child move around safely 

· how to include learning activities in daily work 

· preparing for childcare and school 

· supporting parents of blind children 

· teaching common activities like eating, dressing, and keeping clean 

Related Materials

· Download this book on Hesperian’s Free Downloads page 

· Available in Spanish: Ayudar a los niños ciegos. 

· If you are interested in books regarding children and disability, we encourage you to read more about hesperian’s  books Helping Children Who Are Deaf and Disabled Village Children. 
Source: Hesperian. 
ADDC is an Australian based, international network focusing attention, expertise and action on disability issues in developing countries; building on a human rights platform for disability advocacy.

To join ADDC, submit information or to find out more, contact: 

ADDC Executive Officer

	

	


Christine Walton
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T 1800 678 069 



cwalton@cbm.org.au      

www.addc.org.au
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[1] The Disability Rights Fund is a project of Tides.
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World Intellectual Property Organization 
Standing Committee on Copyright and Related Rights (SCCR) 
Nineteenth Session 
Geneva, December 14 to 18, 2009 
 
 


CONCLUSIONS 
 
 
 
LIMITATIONS AND EXCEPTIONS 
 
 New studies:  The Committee expressed its appreciation for the studies prepared by 
outstanding experts, and thanked them for their presentations in the Information Meeting on 
Limitations and Exceptions for Educational Activities, organized on the first day of the meetings. 
 


- The study by Professor Joseph Fometeu, Université de Ngaoundéré, Ngaoundéré, 
Cameroun, covering the African countries; 
 
- The study by Professor Juan Carlos Monroy, Universidad Externado de Colombia, 
Bogota, covering the Latin American and the Caribbean countries; 
 
- The study by Professor Victor Nabhan, University of Ottawa, Ottawa, covering the 
Arab countries; 
 
- The study by Professor Daniel Seng, National University of Singapore, Singapore, 
covering the Asian and the Pacific countries (in his absence, a summary of the study 
was made available on the webpage of the Information Meeting); and 
 
- The study by Professor Raquel Xalabarder, Open University of Catalonia, Barcelona, 
Spain, covering North America, Europe, Caucasus, Central Asia and Israel.  


 
In order to update and complement the studies, Member States and the European Union are invited 
to submit to the Secretariat any supplementary information regarding their national laws by 
January 8, 2010.  The Secretariat will consult with the experts on the necessary updates of their 
studies. 
 
 Analytical document:  The Committee expressed its appreciation to the Secretariat for the 
preparation of the Analytical Document on Limitations and Exceptions.  The Committee requested 
the Secretariat to update the document, taking into account the information and analyses contained 
in the new studies.  
 
 Questionnaire:  The Committee examined the Second Draft Questionnaire on Limitations 
and Exceptions, and invited delegations to send comments on it to the Secretariat by January 8, 
2010.  On the basis of the comments and the discussions of the Committee, the Secretariat will 
finalize the questionnaire without any substantial changes in the content of the questions, and while 
retaining the seven chapters, and submit it to the Member States and the European Union by 
February 10, 2010 for replies.  The Member States are invited to submit their replies by 
May 10, 2010, and the Secretariat shall prepare a consolidated paper for the Twentieth Session of 
the SCCR. 
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 The Committee reaffirmed its commitment to continue without delay its work in a global 
and inclusive approach, including the multifaceted issues affecting access of persons with print 
disabilities to protected works. 
 
 Access to protected materials by persons with print disabilities:  The Committee welcomed 
the Second Interim Report of the Stakeholders’ Platform, and encouraged the Secretariat to 
continue the work of the platform and report on its activities during the twentieth session of the 
SCCR.  
 
 The Committee examined the Proposal by Brazil, Ecuador and Paraguay Relating to a 
WIPO Treaty for Improved Access for Blind, Visually Impaired and other Reading Disabled 
Persons, which includes the text prepared by the World Blind Union (WBU).  Many delegations 
expressed their support for working towards the establishment of an appropriate international 
instrument.  Other delegations, while not opposing the proposal, expressed their preference for a 
global approach.  Some delegations made comments, suggestions and asked questions about the 
substantive content of the proposed text, and the proponent countries provided responses.  The 
consideration of the proposal, together with other possible proposals and contributions by the 
Members of the Committee, will continue at the next session of the SCCR. 
 
 The Committee accepted the initiation of focused open ended consultations in Geneva 
aimed at producing an international consensus regarding copyright limitations and exceptions for 
persons with print disabilities.  
  
 A number of delegations offered information on examples of practices, activities and 
solutions at national level in the Member States for the benefit of persons with print disabilities.  
The Committee requested the Secretariat to prepare an information document on examples of such 
practices and other measures at national level.  
 
 All aspects concerning limitations and exceptions will be maintained on the Agenda of the 
twentieth session of the SCCR with the aim of establishing a work program concerning those 
limitations and exceptions, following a global and inclusive approach, and taking into account their 
equal importance and different level of maturity, while recognizing the need for concurrently 
addressing all the issues with a view to achieving progress on all of them. 
 
 
PROTECTION OF AUDIOVISUAL PERFORMANCES 
 
 The Committee expressed its appreciation for the national and regional seminars organized 
by the Secretariat and encouraged the Secretariat to continue that activity. 
 
 The Committee expressed its appreciation to the Secretariat for the preparation of the 
Background Document on the Main Questions and Positions Concerning the International 
Protection of Audiovisual Performances. 
 
 The Committee reaffirmed its commitment to continue the work towards developing the 
international protection of performances in audiovisual media, and decided on the following work 
program to this effect. 
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 The Secretariat is requested to organize in Geneva open-ended consultations needed to 
resolve remaining issues. 
 
 The Committee will, at its twentieth session, consider the next steps and evaluate if there is 
consensus on a possible recommendation to the General Assembly of WIPO to convene a 
diplomatic conference with a view of concluding a WIPO treaty for the protection of audiovisual 
performances.  The Committee noted that the Diplomatic Conference of 2000 adopted a 
recommendation according to which there was a provisional agreement on nineteen articles.  The 
Committee considered that those articles provided a good basis for negotiations on the treaty.  A 
number of Delegations took the view that the nineteen articles should not be reopened.  Other 
Delegations stressed that the treaty should reflect the changes that have occurred during the last ten 
years.  
 
 The protection of audiovisual performances will be maintained on the Agenda of the 
twentieth session of the SCCR. 
 
 
PROTECTION OF BROADCASTING ORGANIZATIONS 
 
 The Committee noted the publication of the first part of the Study on the Socio Economic 
Dimension of the Unauthorized Use of Signals, addressing current market and technology trends in 
the broadcasting sector.  The Committee noted with approval the forthcoming second part of the 
study to be presented to the Committee at its twentieth session. 
 
 The Committee reaffirmed its willingness to continue its work on the protection of 
broadcasting organizations according to the mandate of the 2007 General Assembly. 
 
 The Secretariat will organize regional seminars upon requests from Member States to 
ascertain views on the objectives, specific scope and object of protection of a possible draft treaty 
following a signal-based approach.  A report of the seminars will be presented to the Committee at 
its twentieth session. 
 
 The protection of broadcasting organizations will be maintained on the Agenda of the 
twentieth session of the SCCR. 
 
 
NEXT SESSION OF THE SCCR 
 
 The twentieth session of the SCCR will take place from June 21 to 25, 2010. 
 
 


[End of conclusions] 






