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Implementing disability-inclusive development in the Pacific and Asia: 
Reviewing progress, planning the future

An international conference and action planning roundtable

15-17 September 2010
Darwin Convention Centre, Australia
http://www.ors.net.au/ANU_PacificAsia2010.html
Dear ADDC Members and visitors to ADDC web site,

Welcome to the 13th Edition of the Australian Disability and Development Consortium’s (ADDC) Newsletter. 
This issue provides updates on the following:

1. UN Sets up Human Rights Group to look into situation of Haiti’s Disabled
2. Fondation J'Aime Haïti: News from the Field
3. In Haiti, Mental Health System Is in Collapse
4. UNESCO Global Monitoring Report says Inclusive Education Key to Education for All
5. Melbourne, Australia, to Host Sixty-Third United Nations DPI/NGO Conference
6. Call for Papers: Disability in the Global South
7. USAID, Global Pulse 2010: a 3-day, online discussion
8. Resources
UN Sets up Human Rights Group to look into situation of Haiti’s Disabled

A working group comprising United Nations experts has been created to look into the situation of Haitians with disabilities, who have been disproportionately affected by January’s catastrophic earthquake. 

Today’s announcement comes after a group of UN human rights experts last month appealed for the needs of the disabled in Haiti to be included in the relief, recovery and reconstruction processes following the magnitude-7.0 earthquake. 
The 12 January quake killed up to 200,000 people, injured many others and left one third of the country’s nine million people in need of aid. 

The decision to set up the new working group was made by the UN Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities during its recent meeting in Geneva from 22 to 26 February. 

It underscored that under the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, “States are to take all necessary measures to ensure the protection and safety of persons with disabilities in situations of risk and natural disaster like the occurrence of this earthquake.” 

The new body will also look into the situation of people with disabilities in other countries affected by devastating natural disasters, including Chile, where it is estimated that 2 million people were impacted by last Saturday’s magnitude-8.8 quake. 

Early last month, the Committee stressed in a news release that persons with disabilities must not become “the forgotten ones” during the emergency response and the reconstruction of Haiti. 

Its current chairperson, Mohammed Al-Tarawneh, said that “while relief workers are struggling to provide aid to the people of Haiti and while the situation remains difficult for everyone, persons with disabilities are particularly affected by the crisis,” especially if their caregivers have been killed or injured. 

The 12-member Committee, tasked with monitoring the Convention, urged Haiti to ensure that persons with disabilities fully participate in the decision-making process regarding social and economic reconstruction and that their long-term development needs be taken into account. 

The Convention, which entered into force in May 2008 and has so far been endorsed by 144 countries, is the culmination of years of global efforts to ensure that the rights of the world’s estimated 650 million persons with disabilities are guaranteed and protected. 

It asserts the rights to education, health, work, adequate living conditions, freedom of movement, freedom from exploitation and equal recognition before the law for persons with disabilities. 

For the full story visit: http://www.un.org/News/dh/pdf/english/2010/05032010.pdf 
Fondation J'Aime Haïti: News from the Field

In following on from our story in the previous newsletter, further updates have been received from Gerald Oriol from Fondation J’Aime Haiti, a Disabled Peoples Organisation in Haiti and member of ADDC.  

Fondation J'Aime Haïti have been working on the rebuilding efforts after the earthquake.  They have successfully secured funding for two projects, a Cash for Work initiatives to clear the rubble, and an education program to provide schooling and extracurricular activities to 240 children.  Unfortunately, they have not been able to find funding for disability awareness activities.
Source: Gerald Oriol, Fondation J’Aime Haiti 
In Haiti, Mental Health System Is in Collapse

New York Times, by Deborah Sontag

PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti — Inside this city’s earthquake-cracked psychiatric hospital, a schizophrenic man lay naked on a concrete floor, caked in dust. Other patients, padlocked in tiny concrete cells, clutched the bars and howled for attention. Faeces clotted the gutter outside a ward where urine pooled under metal cots without mattresses.
Walking through the dilapidated public hospital, Dr. Franklin Normil, the acting director, who has worked there for five months without pay, shook his head in despair. “I want you to bear witness,” he told a reporter. “Clearly, mental health has never been a priority in this country. We have the desire and the ability, but they do not give us the means to be professional and humane.”
As disasters often do in poor countries, Haiti’s earthquake has exposed the extreme inadequacies of its mental health services just at the moment when they are most needed.
Appalled by the Mars and Kline Psychiatric Center, the country’s only hospital for acute mental illness, foreign psychiatrists here have vowed to help the Haitian government create a mental health care system that is more than just an underfinanced institution in the capital city.
“Conditions at Mars and Kline are particularly bad, although this kind of place is not unique to Haiti,” said Dr. Giuseppe Raviola, director of mental health and psychosocial services for the Boston-based Partners in Health, which runs 10 hospitals in Haiti. “Still, now that we’ve seen the hospital in the capital city, it is clear that that we have to treat people in their communities.” Ultimately, international experts are encouraging the Haitian Health Ministry, which they say is receptive and eager for help, to incorporate mental health care into the primary health care system and to make it available throughout the country.
For the full story visit:  http://www.nytimes.com/2010/03/20/world/americas/20haiti.html?emc=eta1&pagewante 
UNESCO Global Monitoring Report says Inclusive Education Key to Education for All
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UNESCO's  annual Global Monitoring Report on Education for All, "Reaching the Marginalized", warns that the global economic downturn risks creating a generation of children whose lives have been irreparably damaged by being denied their right to education and identifies children with  disabilities as amongst the most vulnerable.    "The key message to emerge is that failure to place inclusive education at the centre of the EFA agenda is holding back progress".

The report describes an "inclusive education triangle" consisting of the learning environment, accessibility and affordability and entitlements and opportunities and recognizes that for quality education governments need to revise their approaches to teaching, learning and curriculum development.

It also points out that "ability groupings", or streaming students according to academic achievement seldom help the marginalized. Several of the recommendations in this 2010 report are consistent with

recommendations contained in Inclusion International's recent global report on inclusive education "Better Education for All When We're Included Too" published by the University of Salamanca Spain and released last November. These include setting equity targets for all EFA goals; gathering better data on those children who are not in school or who leave school early and why; mobilizing international cooperation; and improving cooperation amongst ministries.

Diane Richler, President of Inclusion International commented, "We are pleased to see UNESCO recognize that unless education systems are transformed to include all children, including children with disabilities, the goals of Education for All can never be reached."  However, the report fails to address the fact that in many countries social ministries rather than Ministries of Education are responsible for children with disabilities. "Until there is one ministry and one school system responsible for all

children, inclusive education will remain a dream." she said.

For more information contact:

Connie Laurin-Bowie, Executive Director, Inclusion International

conniel@inclusion-international.org

www.inclusion-international.org
Melbourne, Australia, to Host Sixty-Third United Nations DPI/NGO Conference

United Nations Under-Secretary-General for Communications and Public Information, Kiyo Akasaka, and Australian Minister of Foreign Affairs, Stephen Smith, have jointly announced that the sixty-third United Nations Department of Public Information/Non-Governmental Organization (DPI/NGO) Conference will be held in Melbourne, Australia, from 30 August to 1 September 2010.

The United Nations DPI/NGO Conference is the premier non-governmental organization event at the United Nations.  It will be the first time Australia hosts a United Nations event of this size and only the third time that the DPI/NGO Conference has been held outside of United Nations Headquarters.

Each year this Conference brings together hundreds of non-governmental organization representatives from around the world to focus on a topic of interest related to the work of civil society and non-governmental organizations in collaboration with the United Nations.  The 2009 Conference took place in Mexico City and focused on disarmament.

The 2010 Conference will focus on global health as it relates to the Millennium Development Goals, an issue of importance to both the Government of Australia and the non-governmental community.

Health issues are central to the Millennium Development Goals, which have been internationally accepted as the road map for development.  Some of the key issues addressed by the Millennium Development Goals include Goal 4, reducing child mortality; Goal 5, improving maternal health; and Goal 6, combating HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases. 

As host city, Melbourne, will showcase many of Australia’s premier medical, neuroscience and biotechnology research institutions.  It is one of the great multicultural cities of the world and has always been an important meeting place for events of social, educational and cultural significance.

The Conference will be organized in partnership between the United Nations Department of Public Information, the NGO/DPI Executive Committee and the Government of Australia.  A major aim of this year’s Conference is to attract participation from non-governmental organizations from the Pacific island States and other countries in Asia.

In December, an initial planning mission led by Eric Falt, Director of the Outreach Division, United Nations Department of Public Information, and Mary Norton, Chair of the Conference, visited Australia and held consultations with both Government representatives and leading members of the non-governmental community.  The team also visited and identified the venue for the Conference.

In January, an Australian Convenor was selected to coordinate non-governmental community efforts in the country in cooperation with the New York-based Co-Chairs of the Conference.  He will soon visit New York as the planning process begins in earnest for the late August Conference.

The United Nations DPI/NGO Conference will be a major event in the 2010 United Nations calendar and will occur only weeks prior to the start of the sixty-fifth United Nations General Assembly and an Millennium Development Goals Summit called for the occasion.

For additional information, please contact Maria-Luisa Chavez, Chief of NGO Relations in the Department of Public Information, at +1 917 367 7022.

Source: UNIC
Call for Papers: Disability in the Global South
Third World Quarterly, Volume 32 (8), 2011

We are pleased to announce that we have secured a special edition on Disability in the Global South with the prestigious Southern Journal, Third World Quarterly (TWQ), for publication in late 2011 (vol 32, no 8).  TWQ is the leading journal of scholarship and policy in the field of international studies and for three decades has set the agenda on development discourses of the global debate. As the most influential academic journal covering the emerging worlds, TWQ is at the forefront of analysis and commentary on fundamental issues of global concern. 

Disability in the global South is of central concern to the emerging worlds but has largely been under-represented in global development debates, discourses and negotiations.  Disability studies was constructed as a field of knowledge without reference to the theorists, or the social experience, of the global South.  There has been a one-way transfer of ideas and knowledge from the North to the South in this field. This special edition seeks to redress the processes of scholarly colonialism by drawing together a diverse set of understandings, theorizing and experiences. The purpose of the special edition is to situate disability within the Southern context and to support the work of Southern disabled scholars and activists seeking to decolonize Southern experiences, know ledges and absences in the field while simultaneously attempting to make a radical intervention into able-bodied (mainstream) development discourses, practices and politics.  

The special edition therefore intends to feature the ecologies of knowledges that emerge from the embodied reality of living with impairment in the global South. The edition will also have a section dedicated to the experiences of local practitioners and activists working in the global South and those intervening in the international policy environment.

Areas of interest include, but are not limited to:

· Gender 

· Aid and development

· Sexuality

· Colonialism and post colonialism

· Disability studies as a Northern /Western phenomenon

· Local studies of disability 

· Role of  CBR/ rehabilitation 

· Alternative discourses of disability

· Academic dependency by Southern theorists on Northern/Western frameworks and literature

· Role of anthropology in GS with disabled people

· Southern Indigenous knowledges and practices of disability

· WHO 

· Arms trade, landmines and the militarisation of North-South aid relations

· War and conflict

· Cultural contexts of disability

· UNCRPD 

Research papers, including theoretical discussions, are approximately 8,000 words in length including bibliography, tables and graphs.

Practice papers are expected to be around no more than 3,000 words.

PLEASE CLEARLY INDICATE WHETHER YOUR ABSTRACT RELATES TO A PRACTICE PAPER OR A THEORY/RESEARCH PAPER 

The journal style guide for TWQ can be downloaded from the following link: http://www.tandf.co.uk/journals/journal.asp?issn=0143-6597&linktype=44. 

Submission Details:

Please forward a 300 word abstract to both Helen Meekosha at h.meekosha@unsw.edu.au and Karen Soldatic at k.soldatic@curtin.edu.au by 30 April 2010.  Please stipulate if the paper is either a practice or research piece.

Assoc. Professor Helen Meekosha

School of Social Sciences and International Studies

University of NSW

Sydney 2052

E-mail:         h.meekosha@unsw.edu.au

Phone:          +61 2 9385 1862

Fax:            +61 2 9662 8991

School Website: http://ssis.arts.unsw.edu.au
USAID, Global Pulse 2010: a 3-day, online discussion

The U.S. Government wants to engage, and partner, with the international community in a meaningful way. Join the conversation! Participate in a unique event and help shape the future.

Global Pulse 2010 is a 3-day, online collaboration event, that will bring together individual socially-engaged participants and organizations from around the world. The U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) is sponsoring the Global Pulse 2010, in partnership with the Departments of State, Education, Commerce, and Health and Human Services.

As the name implies, the event will take the pulse of as many as 20,000 participants on key issues facing communities around the world. Global Pulse 2010 will connect participants who are champions for the same social issues to build new, or strengthen existing relationships, and inform U.S. foreign assistance and diplomatic strategies on major themes and ideas that emerge across the span of the event.

Individual discussions will take place within forums and will focus on ten designated topics. Participants can choose to participate in any of the discussion areas that interest them the most:

· Inspiring a New Generation
· Empowering Women and Girls

· Enabling the Essential Education

· Building Stronger Partnerships

· Exercising Political and Social Rights

· Promoting Global Health

· Advancing Entrepreneurship, Trade and Economic Opportunity

· Fostering Science, Technology and Innovation

· Supporting a Sustainable Planet

· Pursuing Grand Challenges
Launch Date: March 29-31, 2010 
Global Pulse 2010 is an online “virtual” event. Registration is FREE and participants can join from any computer with internet access. The event will be live, over the span of 3 days:
http://www.globalpulse2010.gov/index.html 
Resources
Feedback from Working Groups Session from Capacity building of NGOs of persons with disabilities to make effective use of the UN human rights monitoring mechanisms.

Held in Geneva, January 7-8, 2010.

Please click here to view the article.

Source: OZAdvocacy

ADDC is an Australian based, international network focusing attention, expertise and action on disability issues in developing countries; building on a human rights platform for disability advocacy.

To join ADDC, submit information or to find out more, contact: 

ADDC Executive Officer

	

	


Christine Walton




T 1800 678 069 



cwalton@cbm.org.au      

www.addc.org.au
Annex: FEEDBACK FROM PARALLEL WORKING GROUPS SESSION

Article 27: Employment
1. Ensure protection against discrimination

2. Have info and statistics on employment of persons with disabilities in comparison with general public

3. Importance of awareness raising, where the government needs to raise awareness of the measures necessary

Transversal issues:

1. We need accessibility, transportation etc…

2. Gender awareness and other social divisions

Program Report:

1. Removal of Systemic barriers

a. Medical exams required for certain jobs and even though progressive legislation exists, it is contradicted by medical prerequisites of a job

2. We need indicators that can show progress or stagnation of the employment of persons with disabilities and the sub-groups within that overarching term

3. We need a matrix of analyses allowing us to look at how and what states are doing

Concrete indicators:

1. How far the government has implemented the convention, as well as how national law has addressed it

2. How much technology has been adopted

How we could use UN special procedures and other treaty bodies:

1. All issues should be considered from a disability perspective

Article 19: Living in the Community

What does living in the community mean?  What are the types of questions or indicators?

1. Ask whether the state is abiding by quality standards for living conditions

2. Addressing how persons with disabilities overcome barriers at the interface with everything, including:

a. employment

b. poverty

c. housing

We have a duty to address the issues and establish a methodology.

Article 25: Health

We looked at the original text of the article, compared the content of the article and identified any gaps in relation to the reporting guidelines.  What are the top priorities?

1. Accessibility and access to information, in the context of health.  For persons with disabilities, not only is there difficulty in having accessible formats, but also even if there is information in Braille, not all blind persons can read it.  This applies to other groups with similar challenges as well.

2. Gender dimension and perspective.  This is true in both developed and developing countries.  Women face discrimination when it comes to health systems and care.

3. Affordability of healthcare, which is a major problem.  Persons with disabilities are often among the poorest, so this is an essential element to address.

4. Devices that make a difference need to be available, because lack there of essentially relegates persons with disabilities to inactivity

5. Make it clear that it is not only about some aspects or certain groups, but that there is a broader group to understand

Article 12: Legal Capacity

We looked at section on states parties responding to reservations and declarations.

Questions to ask:

1. Whether they will consider the international trend toward supported-decision making

2. Whether they will continue to have a reservation on that trend

In terms of guidelines under specific reporting, we asked how to strengthen legal capacity:

Ask whether state parties understand “supported decision-making.”  We also asked whether Article 12 was a cross-cutting section of the convention.  Without Article 12 being accepted, how are other articles able to be implemented?  We were thinking of ways to refer to other articles in the convention in relation to this issue.  

Translation of article 12 in many countries is incorrect.  Discussed whether we could have a committee to adequately do this.

Talked about transversal segments of this population: women, children etc…

Comments and Discussion:
Guidelines on health were partial and much was missing that could have strengthened them.  There was an oversimplified response to communication with deaf and blind, which could be filled out.

It’s easy to monitor the fulfillment of the needs of persons with disabilities.  It is very difficult to improve the dignity.

On living in the community, we need to specify some things on article 19, talking about housing and inclusion in the community.  This goes beyond housing, since 70% of persons with disabilities live in developing countries.  It would be good to put forward some issues so that we gain access to these policies.  There was another level, demonstrated by Sweden, that life in community is different between municipal and federal levels.

Q: If we’re going to do monitoring, when is the right time to do a parallel report?  How much time do we need to give a state before we can do a report?

A: We should have already started on parallel reporting, because we should ramp up many forms in many places for this activity.

The basis for demands on Article 19 is equality and non-discrimination.  Those that are sited as normative are not, so the solution needs to be progressive and the state needs to be shown that institutions are not the solution.

The responsibility for the first countries is to provide a benchmark of alternative reporting for the committee and states parties to consider in their plan of action.  You should start today to work on reports. 

The 3rd of May, 2010, is the deadline for first 20 countries.  If you are preparing a parallel report, it should be a reaction to the document, not just the start of gathering information.  We have to start working now, if we have not already done so.

In Australia we have set up a committee for our alternative reporting, with pro-bono support of a legal organization.  Ron McCallum lives in Sydney and I could work with him at IDA’s behest.
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