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ADDC will continue to strive to reinforce actions and recommendations
ADDC welcomes the release of the World Report on Disability on June 9th 2011at the UN Headquarters in New York.

Link to statements at: http://www.addc.org.au/2011/06/world-report-on-disability-released-today
ADDC will continue to strive to reinforce actions and recommendations in the report to ensure that government and other development stakeholder’s work towards creating an inclusive world.
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The Report highlights Australia’s ‘Development for All’ best practice model of disability inclusive development
The World Report on Disability, launched by the World Health Organization and the World Bank in New York on 9 June 2011, makes important recommendations for government action to support people living with disabilities. The Report also highlights Australia’s Development for All strategy as a best practice model of disability inclusive development
http://www.ausaid.gov.au/hottopics/topic.cfm?ID=7687_3497_4332_8910_4608&From=HT 
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 1 Billion People with disabilities globally, facing exclusion

The World Report on Disability presents evidence that there are one billion people in the world experiencing disability – 1 in 7 of the world’s population – and that the numbers are rising, and will continue to rise

CBM’s support has assisted WHO in the following areas throughout the development of the report:

· Supporting the statistical analysis for the chapter on global data

· Regional consultations on the first draft of the report

· Identification of expert contributors and reviewers for the report

· Development of accessible versions of the report

· Development of promotional materials 

Refer link: http://www.cbm.org.au/content/news/Disability-Report
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Disability must be seen as a development issues
The Guardian has provided some interesting facts derived from the report (1st link), and an opinion piece article (2nd link)
Statistics link: http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/interactive/2011/jun/09/who-disability-report-2011
Opinion piece:  http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/2011/jun/09/world-disability-report-development-issue
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 The report provides the best available evidence about what works to overcome barriers to health care
The report provides the best available evidence about what works to overcome barriers to health care, rehabilitation, education, employment, and support services, and to create the environments which will enable people with disabilities to flourish. The report ends with a concrete set of recommended actions for governments and their partners. Indeed, this pioneering World report on disability will make a significant contribution to implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (2006). 

Link: http://www.gpdd-online.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=frontpage&Itemid=1
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No More Exclusion 

The following is a press release announcing the publication of the World Disability Report by the International Disability Foundation, a GLADNET member, on the occasion of the International Day of Persons with Disabilities.
Link: http://www.independentliving.org/docs6/idf-world-dev.html
[image: image8.png]people with disability




WHO urged governments to step up efforts to enable access to mainstream services
- WHO and the World Bank today revealed new global estimates that more than one billion people experience some form of disability. They urged governments to step up efforts to enable access to mainstream services and to invest in specialised programmes to unlock the vast potential of people with disabilities.

For full article please refer to link:  http://www.who.int/mediacentre/news/releases/2011/disabilities_20110609/en/index.html

People with disabilities are very often excluded from public life, from school, from work and from healthcare. 

The majority of people with disabilities do not have access to rehabilitation which would increase their independence.  Lower income countries have higher rates of disability, and across the world, people with disabilities have poorer health, lower education levels and are generally amongst the poorest in their community.  Clearly, the cycle of poverty and disability is very real for many people.
Link: http://www.endthecycle.org.au/content/latest%20news/world-disability-report
World Report on Disability sets the agenda for government action

PWD welcomes today’s landmark World Report on Disability and endorses its broad recommendations. The report, commissioned by the World Health Organisation (WHO) and the World Bank, recommends that governments take positive action, in line with their commitments under the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), to enable access to mainstream services, and to invest in targeted programmes which will unlock the vast potential of people with disability.

“We’ve waited 30 years, since the International Year of People with Disability, for a report like this, which provides a thorough assessment of how people live with disability across the world.  While this report has a global perspective, all of the recommendations are applicable to Australia,” says Michael Bleasdale, an Executive Director of People with Disability Australia (PWD).

“The report looks at the major areas of concern for people with disability – employment, education, health, rehabilitation, access to services, data and research – and begins by broadening the definition and understanding of disability.  The application of this broader definition has revealed that around 15% of the world’s population has disability, just over one billion people, which is much higher than the estimates of 10% made in the 1970s,” says Mr. Bleasdale.

Key Findings from the Report include:

· People with disability are more than twice as likely to find healthcare provider skills inadequate to meet their needs, and nearly three times more likely to report being denied needed health care. 

· Children with disability are less likely to start school than nondisabled children and have lower rates of staying in school.

· In OECD countries, the employment rate of people with disability (44%) is slightly over half that for people without disability (75%).

The report makes 9 broad recommendations for governments to take action, if they are to improve the quality of life of people with disability, and to ensure that people with disability enjoy the same opportunities as others in society.

“Looking at disability globally helps us to understand the universal nature of the experiences of discrimination and lack of opportunity for people with disability.  They also bring to the fore startling facts about significant human rights issues, such as the levels of poverty experienced by many people with disability across the globe,” says Mr. Bleasdale 

“Australia is one of three developed countries where the relative poverty risk is more than two times higher for people with disability than for non-disabled working age adults.  Working age adults with disability are twice as likely to be unemployed, more likely to work part-time, and when in work generally earn lower incomes.  This puts into perspective recent attacks on people with disability who rely on the Disability Support Pension (DSP) for their livelihood.  Media commentators and policy makers would do well to read the report and understand how entrenched this systemic disadvantage is across the world,” says Mr Bleasdale.

PWD hopes this report will bring new attention to the status of people with disability around the world, and encourage governments to make real and long-term changes to enable people with disability to live full lives in the community.

Full version of the World report On Disability 
Full version "Easy Read"






