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Australian Launch of World Report on Disability 21 June 2011
(Direct transcript from audio recording of events) 

Christine Walton introduction of Ron McCallum AO
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Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentleman, 

I would like to begin by acknowledging the Nnunnagwal people, the traditional custodians of the land on which we are meeting. We pay our respects to Elders, past and present, and to all Aboriginal and Torres Straight Islanders. We recognise their continual spiritual connection to the Land.

My name is Christine Walton and, together with Marc Purcell, we have great pleasure in welcoming you on behalf of the Australian Disability & Development Consortium and the Australian Council of International Development to the “All for Development’ luncheon. 

We are privileged to have Professor Ron Mc Callum as our Master of ceremonies for the next few hours. 

“Ron McCallum is a Professor Emeritus and a former Dean of law of the University of Sydney.

He is an inaugural member, and also the Chair of the United Nations Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. The main function of this United Nations treaty body is to monitor the implementation by ratifying countries of the United Nations Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

On Thursday 9 June at the United Nations in New York, he was one of the speakers at the world launch of the World Health Organisation/World Bank World Report on Disabilities which we are launching here today in Canberra. 

Professor McCallum was the first totally blind person to be appointed to a full professorship in any field at any Australian university, and from 2001 to 2009 he served as the inaugural President of the Australian Labour Law Association. 

Professor McCallum is a consultant to HWL Ebsworth Lawyers, and he is also one of two deputy-chairs of the Board of Vision Australia.

His efforts in promoting equal rights for people with disabilities were recognised this year with the receipt of Senior Australian of the Year 2011. 

I invite Professor McCallum to join us. 

Professor Ron Mc Cullam
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Prime Minister, the Honourable Mr Kevin Rudd, the Deputy Leader of Her Majesty’s Opposition the Honourable Julie Bishop, Senator Jan McLucas Parliamentary Secretary for Disabilities, other Senators, members and friends it gives me great pleasure to stand here and participate in this “All for Development” lunch and to relaunch or launch again the World Health Organisation World Bank Report on Disability. 
I’d like to acknowledge some people in the audience before I say a few words and it will only be a few words – I’d like to acknowledge Kristen Pratt from AusAID whose tireless work on Development for All is a beacon to us all. I want to acknowledge Leslie Hall from AFDO; one of my great mentors and a person I’ve learnt a great deal from and I want to acknowledge Dr Ros Madden from the University of Sydney who was one of the people who actually wrote material for this report and she belongs to the group that wrote for Chapter 2. 
We have a series of speakers today and we’re all only going to speak for ten minutes and being an academic I’m used to academics talking too long and I’m a Stalinist chair.

Let me begin by saying that I was so proud to be involved in the launch of this magnificent report in part because Australia has playing a significant role. On the podium in New York, apart from myself, there were two other Australians. One was Alana Officer from the WHO, who I think it would be fair to conclude is the main driver of the report and the other, deputising for our Foreign Minister who was busy with foreign affairs – Libya I think – was Ambassador Quinlan and to have three Australians moving this report. Can I also acknowledge AusAID? If you look at chapter nine of the report in Box 9.1,  it says ‘For best practice on how to consult we persons with disabilities  and our representative organisations in foreign aid’ you can’t go past AusAID.

What are the findings of the report and what relevance does it have to the convention on the rights of persons with disabilities and it’s my honour to be the chair of the treaty body for that great convention.

We learn that we used to think that about ten percent of the population would suffer disability at one time or another. We now know it’s around 15% - that is approximately one billion people on this small planet of ours will suffer from disability at some time in their lives. It may be through old age as we start to wear out. As a senior Australian I can put on the record I’m starting to wear out. It may be because of accident, it may be because of war. In relation to profound disabilities the report says there are between 110 and 190 million people in our planet suffering profound disabilities. Looking at the statistics, and I’m no expert – I have to go to Ros Madden about that  - it seems to be that the figure is likely to be closer to the 190 than the 110. I estimate about 160 when one looks at the children with diseases. In other words disability is a huge problem and the main thrust of the report is, that disability is a human right s issue, that it lines up with the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities ,again in which Australia and its DPO’s were prominent in the negotiation of that convention. It asserts that the real barriers facing we persons with disabilities are the stereo types, the stigmas, etc. and that for 80% of we persons with disabilities we live in the developing world and we need funding and assistance. Disability can also be linked with poverty. Can I recommend that you read it, not only can you read on the memory stick and in the copy and the copies here. It’s really heavy, it’s really great paper. It’s fantastic copy, you can also get it in Braille and it makes an addition to my Braille library. Read the nine cross cutting commendations in Chapter 9, its conclusion which makes it very clear that what we persons with disabilities want is to be mainstreamed with everyone else, to be educated with everyone else, to live with everyone else, to be citizens like everyone else, to have health like everyone else and not to be hived off. And all the recommendations of education health flow from that. Look particularly at chapter 2 on statistics; look at chapters 6 and 7 on health and education, look at chapter 1 for the summary. Just read it – it is a fantastic report, a report on which Australia can be truly proud and I was proud on that podium to be an Australian at the United Nations that day and can I say I was proud to be an Australian in that week because of what the Foreign Minister said on the Friday: Australia and Botswana sponsored the magnificent declaration on aid – it was a week, ten days ago at the United Nations . 

Our first speaker is going to speak about the lived experience of disability and he’s a very gifted young man. His name is Antoni Tsaputra and Antoni comes from Pedang in West Sumatra in Indonesia. He was the first Australian development scholar to received support to allow his carer to accompany him to Australia and support him through the duration of his studies. Antoni successfully applied for the Australian Development Scholarship and in January 2010 travelled to Brisbane Australia to begin a Masters degree in journalism and mass communication at Griffith University. His father,  Effendi has accompanied Antoni whose scholarship includes financial assistance both for Antoni and for his Dad and Antony has completed his studies and I think he deserves an applause for that and as an ageing dad myself I think his dad is to be commended but I’m going to call upon Antoni to come up and say a few words and remember all speakers its ten minutes so we can get through  everybody.
Link: Antoni Tsaputra Speech
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Ron Mc Cullam Introduction of Hon Kevin Rudd 
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Thank you very much Antony for a great talk. The next person hardly needs any introduction from me – he’s the most well known person here. I speak of our wonderful Foreign Minister the Honourable Kevin Rudd. I’m not going to read out his long vetae from him graduating from the ANU in 1991 but can I say Foreign Minister given your busy schedule we are all honoured that you have given up your time for an issue that I know you and your wife Therese hold dear and that is the lives of we persons with disabilities. Could I please ask the Minister to take the podium? Thank you.
Link: Hon Kevin Rudd’s speech
Ron Mc Cullam Introduction of Hon Julie Bishop

Thank you very much Foreign Minister and you were right, you actually got the guts of the report, you actually understood it perfectly.  I recommend others in the room please read it and particularly chapter 9. 

It’s now my great honour to call upon the Shadow Foreign Minister and the Deputy Leader of Her Majesty’s Opposition the Honourable Julie Bishop. Julie also was an outstanding minister for education when I was dean of the law school and I have soft spot for lawyers and I notice Julie before being a politician was a managing partner in Perth of ………….. We lawyers have to stick together so I’m going to call upon Julie to give her talk. Thank you.

Link: http://www.addc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/Julie-Bishop-Address-to-the-Australian-Disability-and-Development-Consortium1.doc
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Ron Mc Cullam Introduction of Hon Jan McLucas
I’d like to thank the Honourable Julie Bishop, Deputy Leader of the Opposition for giving up her time and giving such a moving speech. Julie Bishop mentioned the development bulletin. Thank you very much Julie.

It’s a very important bulletin that I would like to acknowledge – I hope she’s here today – Dr Pamela Thomas who was one of the main people who put that bulletin ….  That bulletin contains articles by people who’ve lived with disability – friends of mine the commissioner for disability Graham Innes, Maryanne  Diamond; there are articles by academics – my University of Sydney colleague who is trying to get here today; Professor Llewellyn has an article and lots of articles about Asia and the Pacific. I recommend you really do read it, and I believe Aus Aid are going to give about $30 million over four years to push forward the WHO report but I’ll perhaps leave that to Aus Aid. I’m not a politician.
I’ going to call upon the Parliamentary Secretary for Disabilities, the Honourable Jan McLucas to say a few words and then I’ll say a few words about Bob McMullen and we’ll give him a toast. So Senator McLucas the podium is yours.

Link: http://www.addc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/Jan-McLucas-SPEECH1.doc
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Ron Mc Cullam on Bob McMullan 

Thank you very much Senator McLucas. Can I emphasise that this is a World Health Organisation report partnered with the World Bank. Let’s not forget the World Bank. Obviously WHO is the main driver but I want to acknowledge the splendid work done by the World Bank in this area, particularly Charlotte McLean and others.

Before going on to Bob McMullen, may I thank the Australian Disability and Development Consortium and particularly Christine Walton and her colleagues? May I think Mark and the Australian Council for International Development? May I thank all the volunteers who came here today? Jenna Hand came here and helped us. I want to thank all the other people who’ve given up their time as volunteers to make this a success.
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I was at the launch by then Parliamentary Secretary Bob McMullen in October 2008 of development for all and when we were chatting afterwards Bob said to me ‘you know I think this is the most worthwhile thing I’ve done in politics and you know I think he was right. It has been world’s best practice and an exemplar and it fits in with national responsibility under Article 32 of the United Nations Convention of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. You will see in the foyer a plague which is going to be given to Bob McMullen. Sadly he cannot be here today but he’s left us a short message. 

When I was a teacher before computers students used to read their essays on to tape and the boys would come to me and say ‘ Ron do you mind if my girlfriend reads it – she has a better voice’ and I’d say ‘ I don’t think you’ll get a better mark but whatever you like. I know that Professor Mary Cock has a better voice than I have, so I’m going to ask her to read Bob McMullen’s note.
Bob McMullan’s letter read by Professor Mary Crock
"I wish to thank all those who have been involved in the campaign to move the issue of people with disabilities to the centre of the development agenda.

We are making headway. I just read an article in the guardian outlining how we will never reach the MDGs until we do something about people with disabilities.

Well, well, well. Perhaps someone has been listening after all.

After a long career in parliament and government the "Development for All" initiative is the highlight. It is not the most prominent or the most spectacular but it is the best for twp essential reasons.

1) because it has the potential to improve the lives of those in greatest need on the planet we all share, and

2) because it shows that a middle sized country like Australia can lead the world if we have the wit and the will.

I don't pretend for a moment that I could have done this by myself.

The initiative was only possible because so many people had worked for so long to create the basis on which I could build and because the wonderful team at AusAID had so many people willing to consult, advise and assist.

I thank you all."

 Best wishes,
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 Bob McM
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