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Welcome to our April edition.  Ahead of the 21 May Federal Election, the Development Policy Centre is co-hosting a series of International Development Election Forums with the Australian Council for International Development and the International Development Contractors’ Community aiming to provide political parties with the opportunity to convey their platform and priorities for Australia’s international development cooperation and humanitarian assistance programs. They are also an opportunity for stakeholders, the media and the general public to hear from the candidates on these issues and to gain clarity on the parties’ specific policies and commitments ahead of the election. Find out more about these Forums here.
Share the petition with colleagues and friends calling on the Australian Government to restore and increase the central allocation to support disability inclusion in Australia’s aid program to help build back a #BetterWorldForAll. Every signed petition counts!
DFAT’s Indo-Pacific Centre for Health Security is hosting consultations over the coming month on Australia’s current and future investments in health security in our region. Details to attend and provide your feedback, including the Melbourne roundtable next week on Wednesday 11 May are below. As part of this series, a specific Gender Equity, Disability and Social Inclusion roundtable will be held in Melbourne on Thursday 12 May and we encourage you to attend in-person or virtually to discuss specific inclusion approaches within health security and Australian aid. Meetings are being held in person and virtually, with more details below.
On behalf of ADDC, we thank you for being with us on this journey to a more inclusive world,

Kerryn Clarke
Executive Officer
kclarke@addc.org.au

Linda Munoz
Support Officer
[bookmark: _Toc507249319][bookmark: INTHENEWS]lmunoz@addc.org.au
[bookmark: _Toc507249320]IN THE NEWS
[bookmark: NewResources][bookmark: FeaturedResources]Call for action to ensure protection and safety of persons with disabilities in Ukraine
With Russia invading Ukraine, particular attention must be paid to those who are most at risk- including women, children, blind and deafblind persons, persons with psychological and intellectual disabilities, and persons with high support needs. Therefore, the European Disability Forum has released a call for all parties to ensure the protection and safety of persons with disabilities in Ukraine.
Access the article here.
Safeguarding inclusivity in times of war: Mykola’s story
Mykola Nadulichnyi, the founder of the NGO Luhansk Association of Organizations of People with Disabilities, was already a committed advocate for inclusivity in Ukraine society when war came to his country.
In February, with the armed attacks escalating, Mykola and many of his colleagues abandoned their homes in Sievierodonetsk, in the eastern Luhansk Oblast, and made the 1,300-kilometre trek to the western city of Lviv, close to the Polish border.
Mykola and his Association are mostly focused on helping those with disabilities and the elderly, in line with their original mission of ensuring inclusivity – even in war.
Read more about his story here.
Watch the video about his story here.
Sightsavers and International Disability Alliance join in $1 million partnership
Sightsavers has given a new $1 million unrestricted grant to the International Disability Alliance (IDA) to help advance disability rights worldwide.
The grant will enable the global umbrella disability network to increase its advocacy work, provide technical assistance, and deliver capacity building for the world’s 1.2 billion people with disabilities and their representative organisations. The funding is unrestricted, which means it can be spent wherever it is needed, rather than being tied to a particular area of work.
Read more about the grant here.
NEW RESOURCES
Federal Election 2022 Policy Briefs: Climate Change 
It is estimated that by 2030, climate change impacts could push more than 100 million people back into poverty. It is compounding the global biodiversity crisis already affecting the health and integrity of the ecosystems upon which many communities and economies depend. In this latest election policy brief, ACFID and their members set out how Australia can help tackle the single greatest threat to our region through development assistance.
They make detailed recommendations for Australia to:
· Recommit to global leadership in climate finance
· Increase international climate finance to meet our fair share
· Develop a clear policy to guide engagement in carbon offset markets both here and overseas
· Build from successes and lessons of locally led programs
· Reverse the degradation of ecosystems and foster their recovery
Climate change has the potential to undo decades of development progress and we cannot be effective in addressing poverty and inequality without addressing climate and environmental impact.
Without greater and wider domestic and international ambition on climate change, Australia’s development assistance program will be undermined as will our diplomatic relationships and international reputation and influence.
Read the policy brief here and view the other briefs in this series here, including the election brief on disability inclusion.
[bookmark: WebinarRecordings]Translating disability inclusive WASH policies into practice: lessons from Cambodia and Bangladesh
One billion people in the world have a disability, and around 80% of them live in low- and middle-income countries. Many do not have access to water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) services or have poor quality access. Over the years progress has been made in tackling discriminatory WASH legal frameworks, nevertheless it remains a challenge. Research was conducted to understand how national WASH policies can more effectively address the requirements of people with disabilities and their caregivers.
Access the document here.
Report: Identifying children with disabilities in low-income countries
UK Aid and Inclusive Futures Disability Inclusion Helpdesk has released a response to a query on current practices for early identification of impairments amongst pre-school age children in low-income countries. It summarized the evidence on effective systems for identifying children with disabilities in schools in low-income countries, for the purpose of providing assistive devices or referring children and adolescents to specialist health services.
Access the report here.
Report: Abuses against children with disabilities in armed conflict around the world
The Human Rights Watch published a report on children with disabilities in armed conflict around the world. Children with disabilities are often faced with an increased risk of harm during armed conflict and crises. The report summarizes the impact of armed conflict and crises on children with disabilities in armed conflict in Afghanistan, Cameroon, the Central African Republic, the Gaza strip, South Sudan, Syria and Yemen since 2015 and highlights the need to protect and include children with disabilities in armed conflict situations. 
Access the report here.
Report: Towards a disability inclusive humanitarian response in South Sudan
The second accessible case “From commitment to action: Towards a disability-inclusive humanitarian response in South Sudan?” has been published, within the framework of the project of leaving no one behind. The study investigates how humanitarian organizations implement the four ‘must do’ actions in South Sudan. It shows that mainstream and inclusion-focused organizations actively promote their implementation to make disability inclusion an integral part of humanitarian action, investing heavily in capacity-building and awareness-raising at all levels of the response. It also illustrates that humanitarian organizations are removing barriers by making their distribution points and service facilities more accessible and by addressing attitudinal and institutional barriers within their organizations, for example by recruiting persons with disabilities and investing in the empowerment of persons with disabilities and capacity-building. There are serious gaps and challenges to disability inclusion remain such as failing to recognize the diversity of disability and lack strategies to include persons with intellectual and psychosocial impairments. More efforts are necessary to achieve the full inclusion of persons with disabilities. It is crucial to support meaningful participation, establish accountability mechanisms, and strengthen national OPDs so that they become independent from their international partners and gain more influence as advocates for their rights.
Access the full report here.
Access executive summary here.
Access accessible formats of the report here.

Toolkit: Inclusive Education Resources and Toolkit
The Inclusive Education Resources and Toolkit is a resource and reference for all staff working in education programming to mainstream inclusion in their work. This Toolkit provides recommendations and resources to strengthen inclusive education programming to enable Save the Children to achieve greater successes in the provision of high-quality ECCD and basic education as promoted by the Quality Learning Framework, also in emergency and humanitarian context. The toolkit is based on a comprehensive analysis of key gaps in existing guidance shared by practitioners globally as well as a review of international standards and resources in the field and innovative and adaptive models of inclusive education programming already in use by Save the Children and other organizations (INEE, Plan International, UNESCO, USAID, and others).
Access the toolkit here.
Webinar recordings
CSW66 event: Gender, Disability and Climate Change (23 March)
Climate change is adversely affecting the lives, well-being, and livelihoods of the world’s poorest, among them a disproportionate number of persons with disabilities, especially women and girls with disabilities. Women and girls with disabilities face multiple forms of discrimination due to the intersectional challenges of ableism and sexism. This event provided an overview of the impact of climate change on women and girls with disabilities, their engagement in climate change-aligned work, and learnings about steps being taken by different stakeholders such as the UN, donor agencies, OPDs, and NGOs working at the intersection of climate change, disaster risk reduction, disability, and gender.
Access the webinar recoding here.
Disability- Social Protection- Inclusion: Dialogue for change (16-17 March)
Following the 2019 Joint Statement on inclusive social protection systems, the disability and social protection communities have worked intensely over 3 years to create momentum, enhance awareness, strengthen capacities, and build stronger evidence on how to build disability-inclusive social protection systems. 
This event was held bringing together key actors working on disability-inclusive social protection, show-casing current thinking on key issues of disability-inclusive social protection: what has been done and learnt since the adoption of the joint statement regarding how to strengthen the inclusivity of social protection systems and what questions remain open and require further discussion, research, and experiences? And to strengthen momentum for building disability-inclusive social protection systems and create a joint vision on how to move forward.
Access the video recordings and presentation here.
[bookmark: YourInputIsNeeded]Photovoice study: Barriers and enablers to the social, economic, and political inclusion of women with disabilities in Nepal (8 March)
This event took place on 8th March, on International Women’s Day. This study was launched online with about 80 participants. The exhibition and the study make an important contribution of showing the reality of women with disabilities and is in line with the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD). The women with disabilities have documented themselves in their situation and made the obstacles they face visible.
Learn more about the study.
Access the webinar here.
ZeroCon22 on Accessibility (23-25 February)
Zero Project Conference (ZeroCon22)  was a hybrid event that spanned three days, February 23 to February 25, 2022 and saw contributions from world leaders, speakers from renowned organizations, as well as innovations from around the world.
Access the recording here.
GDS 2022 (16-17 February)
The International Disability Alliance, the Government of Norway and the Government of Ghana hosted the second Global Disability Summit (GDS) on 16-17 February 2022. The goal of the summit was to bring a lasting change in the lives of millions of people with disabilities. The two focus areas that were highlighted during the summit included meaningful participation and reconstruction in the light of COVID-19, in line with the universal issues of the UN’s sustainability agenda. But the summit elaborated on countries that were furthest from achieving the sustainability goals.
Access the recording here.
GDS side event: Event on promoting the Rights of Persons with disabilities affected by humanitarian emergencies
This GDS side event organized by Disability Reference Group focused on strengthening promotion of the rights of persons with disabilities affected by humanitarian emergencies. The event highlighted the need for action to ensure that the rights of persons with disabilities affected by humanitarian emergencies are protected and that they are not left behind in humanitarian actions and in longer-term peace and development processes and outcomes. Central to the discussion was the role of persons with disabilities and their representative organizations.
Access the webinar recording here.
Link to call for action.
GDS side event: What works- Resourcing OPDs in the Global South to secure and implement GDS
This event highlighted what strategies work best for resourcing OPDs to lead advocacy efforts to secure GDS commitments from their governments and ensure that these commitments are reflected in national level policies and programs.
Access the webinar recording here.
YOUR INPUT IS NEEDED
Health Security Initiative 2022-2027 Consultations
The Indo-Pacific Centre for Health Security is currently exploring future programming priorities in health security. It is anticipated that this will build on achievements to date with a particular focus on the avoidance and containment of infectious disease threats with the potential to cause social and economic harms on a national, regional or global scale.
Upcoming roundtable discussions will provide an opportunity to reflect on Australia's investment in health security to date and to commence dialogue on future health security programming priorities for our region. 
The upcoming roundtable discussions are listed below:
· Melbourne, VIC - 11 May 2022. Registration is now live. Click here to register.
· Darwin, NT - 02 June 2022
· Brisbane, QLD – 15 June 2022
· Perth, WA - 22 June 2022
Learn more about the roundtables here.
Health Security Roundtable on Gender Equality, Disability and Social Inclusion 
As part of the DFAT Indo-Pacific Centre for Health Security consultations in May, they are hosting a roundtable discussion on gender equality, disability and social inclusion in health security to explore opportunities for strengthening inclusion in future programming. 
Event details are as follows:  
Thursday 12 May 2022
09:30 – 11:00 AEDT
Join us in-person:
Monash Sustainable Development Institute, Level 27, 35 Collins Street
Melbourne VIC 
or virtually: 
Zoom details made available following registration here.
[bookmark: _Toc507249323][bookmark: UpcomingEvents][bookmark: _Toc507249322]Questionnaire for survivors of psychiatric institutionalization
Tina Minkowitz, a survivor and a human rights lawyer seeks to understand the situation of others in reparations for psychiatric institutionalization. Responses to the questionnaire will inform her law and policy work on the issue. Reparation for violations of human rights and humanitarian law is recognized as an obligation of states in a resolution of the UN General Assembly. The forms of reparation are satisfaction, guarantees of non-repetition, restitution, rehabilitation and compensation. This framework can be helpful for us in thinking about what we want and need as survivors.
Access the questionnaire here.
2022 High-level Political Forum Side Event Applications
Side-events will be held on the margins of the 2022 HLPF (under the auspices of ECOSOC) and organized by Member States, the UN system, Intergovernmental Organizations, Major Groups and other Stakeholders and Non-Governmental Organizations with accreditation and consultative status with the United Nations. These Side-events of the HLPF- held outside the official programme - provide great opportunities to discuss the theme and SDGs under review at the HLPF, deepen the discussion on Voluntary National Reviews, identify new and emerging issues, listen to all voices, and help spread greater awareness of the 2030 Agenda and the SDGs
Learn more about the side event and apply here.
Learn more about the exhibition event and apply here.
UPCOMING EVENTS
Disability Leadership in Indonesia
La Trobe in Asia | May 5, 2022
LEARN MORE & REGISTER HERE
Microsoft Ability Summit
Microsoft | May 10, 2022 
LEARN MORE & REGISTER HERE
7th session of the Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction
UNDRR | May 23-28, 2022
LEARN MORE & REGISTER HERE
15th Session of the Conference of States Parties to the UN CRPD (2022)
United Nations DESA | June 14-16, 2022
LEARN MORE & REGISTER HERE
LEARN MORE & ACCESS SIDE EVENT APPLICATION HERE

Disability in an Age of Conflict, Crisis and Climate Change
National University of Ireland Galway, Ireland | June 20-24, 2022
LEARN MORE & REGISTER HERE

Asia-Pacific Ministerial Conference on DRR
UNDRR | September 19-22, 2022
LEARN MORE & REGISTER HERE
[bookmark: _3rd_CBR/CBID_World][bookmark: _EMPLOYMENT_and_FUNDING][bookmark: Opportunities]OPPORTUNITIES
Disability Inclusion Coordinator
AVI | Contract role | Apply by May 11, 2022
LEARN MORE & APPLY HERE
[bookmark: _NEWSLETTERS_FROM_OTHER]ABOUT US
ADDC is an Australian, international network focusing attention, expertise and action on disability issues in developing countries; building on a human rights platform for disability advocacy. To join ADDC (membership is free) or find out more, please visit our website. 

This bulletin aims to provide information on Disability Inclusive Development across organizations working to improve the quality of life for people with disabilities both here in Australia and across the world. Generic disability and domestic information will be included in our Bulletins when possible as part of our commitment to disability advocacy and strengthening partnerships; however, our focus remains on disability and development issues.

Acknowledgment of Country: ADDC recognises the Australian Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people as the first inhabitants of the nation and the traditional custodians of the lands where we live, learn and work. We acknowledge their resilience, contributions and connection to land, culture and water.  We pay our respects to their Elders, past, present and future. 45 per cent of Aboriginal Australians live with a disability or a long-term, restricting health condition. They are 2.1 times more likely to live with a disability than non-Aboriginal Australians, and 5 times more likely to experience a mental health condition. Aboriginal people with disabilities participate in cultural activities at the same rates as those without disabilities. We pay our respects to their enduring spirit and inclusivity.

Disclaimer: This bulletin is a compilation of other organizations’ articles and material. While every effort made is to validate content, ADDC does not endorse all opinions and views contacted within the Bulletin.

